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"From 1962 to 1973, a total of 496,000 DUSTOFF missions were flown.  Over 900,000 casualties were airlifted from battlefields, rice paddies, destroyed villages, and triple-canopy jungles, at all hours of the night or day, under all weather conditions, in the face of intense enemy fire.  While the primary objective of DUSTOFF was the evacuation of wounded American soldiers, everyone in the combat zone benefited from this extraordinary service, even the enemy.  Over the course of the Vietnam War, thousands of wounded Viet Cong and North Vietnamese soldiers were saved by DUSTOFF.  The average time-lapse between wounding and hospitalization was less than one hour.  As a result less than one percent of all Americans wounded, who were able to survive the first 24 hours, died.  These are unbelievably good numbers, yet somewhere along the way they have been lost by a nation completely self absorbed by the losses in Vietnam. 
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				DUSTOFF Statistics

		1962

		1963

		1964

		1965

		1966

		1967

		1968

		Tet

		1969

		1970

		Cambodia

		1971

		Lam Son

		1972

		Total



		Casualties evacuated

		 

		1,972

		 

		 

		12,456

		98,737

		200,000

		8,000

		241,151

		 

		11,000

		 

		6,632

		 

		900,000



		Missions flown

		 

		1,485

		 

		 

		8896

		 

		56,378

		 

		120,841

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		496,000



		Crew KIA

		 

		 

		1

		 

		 

		40

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		6

		 

		215



		Crew WIA

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		58

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		14

		 

		 



		Aircraft losses

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		24

		 

		 

		37

		 

		4

		 

		10

		 

		199



		Aircraft damaged

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		40

		138

		 

		11

		 

		 

		 

		 



		Aircraft fleet size

		5

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		64

		61

		 

		 

		 

		 

		 

		140
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