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CG Addresses Troops

is with g pride that 1 reept the
of the / rieal T This divi-

long ed u reputation

vision,

sion has enje superh

among fighting men thronghout the world.

The
every reason to take pride in the record they

officers and men of the division have
huve complled since the division arrived in the
I Corps Tactical Zone
lust April.

as Task Force Oregon

This does not mean, however, that we can
rest on our laurels, as T am sure you are all

plat theaat

in Vietns there will be Jjob for the United

and as long as there is a task,

the W will be in th fighting.

I am looking forward to my service with

such a magnificlent group of fighting men.

Working closely with our Vietnamese allies,
we shall meet and defeat the enemy on the

battleflelds and in the villages, and make

South Vietnam a better pluce In which to live.

I promise my most concentrated efforts

fanaeds this acanl ot PR 1
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With 82nd Abn.

A holder of the Master
Parachutist Badge, MG Gettys
has served a battalion com-
mander, regimental executvie
officer, regimental commander

d battle group commander

thin the 82nd Abn. Div. dur-
ing various stages of 32-
year Army career.

From 1959-1963, he served
successively as istant chief
of the Special Warfare Divi-
sion and assistant chief and
chief of the War Plans Divi-
sion, in the office of the De-
puty Chief of Staff for Mili-
tary Operations in Washington
During this time he was the
Army Planner and was active
on matters for the Joint Chiefs
in conjunction with other ser-
vice planners

Other Jobs

The general’s previous foi
€ign assignments include leader-
ship positions with the 5th Inf
Rgl. in Panama and Europe
during World War II, as an in-

antry adviser in Equador dur-
ing 1946-48, as a staff officer
in the Operations section of the
Allied Forces Southern Europe
in Naples, Italy, from 1952.54

chief of plans for the UN
Command in Korea from 1958-
59, and from 1963-66 as chief
of s and later assistant

sion commander for maneu-
ver of the 8th Inf. Div,

MG Gettys is a 1936 graduate
of Clemson College, Clemson,

C.. and a 1956 graduate of
the Army War College. He
also hoas attended the Com-
mand and General Staff
lege, at F'. Leavenworth,

and has studied at the L.nlu‘r
sity of Michigan

Silver Star

The 53 r-old general has
carned the Silver Star, the
Legion .of Merit, the Bronze
Star Medal with V Device, the
French Croix de Guerre and
the Ecuaderian Abdon Calderon
(Primera Clase)

Born in Charlotte, N.C., MG
Gettys and his wife Blossom
make their home in Washing-
ton, D.C. They have one son




Lawyer’s Corner
Gl Bill ‘Don’ts’

By CPT SALIM J. BALADY,
Legal Assistance Officer

FOLLOWING IS SURE, as day follows
there comes a restriction with every right.”
definitely of Robert Burns caliber, but the
moral is fact very right we have does have some sort of
restriction on its exercise. The rule applies to rights under
the new G.1. Bill, too.

The restrictions placed on the e:
new G.I. Bill are not really restrictive
tive rules based on good common sense.
will never interfere with the progress
student

THE MOST 4 ¢ applicable restriction is the rule
that an educational allowance is not payable if the
veteran is enrolled in a course paid for by the United States
government under a law other than the G.I. Bill if the allow-
ance would constitute a duplication of benefits from the Federal
Treasury

If the identity of the federal funds paid under other law is
“lest" by being combined with funds from other sources, how-
ever, the educational assistance allowance is not considered a
“duplication of benefits.

A determination by the VA as to whether a “duplication of
benefi will result must be made in every case where &
veleran-student receives educitional assistance from a source
outside the G.I. Bill,

THE SECOND KEY restriction is the rule that a change of
program may not be approved for a veteran when hi "

has been interrupted or discontinued due to his own m nduct
neglect or lack of application.

The third principal is aimed at hobbyists ;md sportsmen

The VA may not grant educational assistance allowance
to any veteran taking part in a course which is avocational or
recreational in character unl the veteran submits justifica-
tion showing that the course will be of bona fide use in his
present or contemplated business or occupation

THE FINAL EDUCATIONAL assistance restriction holds
the line against fast-burgeoning “announcing schools” whose
advertisements for enrollments are crowding radio, magazine
and newspaper space these days

The VA may not approve open circuit television or radio
courses unless the veteran is enrolled in a program, pursued in
residence (formal schooling), leading to a standard college de-
gree, which includes open circuit television and the major por-
tion of the course requxrea conventional classroom attendance

Reltgwn And You
Letter From Home

JAGC

“THE
night,
The poetry

hts under the

ne thing certain, they
of the serious-minded

By CHAPLAIN (MAJ) W.M. MCMILLAN
198th Inf. Bde.

IN THE COURSE of my work I cannot help but
read some of the letters soldiers receive from home,
and I must tell you that some of these letters are shock-
ing and awful enough to make angels cry, if angels
ever cry.

Many of them are filled with four-letter words that unglue
he soldier and make him ineffective. Some of these letters are
filled with the worst advice that could be given. Mothers, wives
and others perhaps do not want their letters to have this effect
upon their special soldier, but the effect of their thoughtless-
ness is still there,

IN SPITE OF the bad letters that come from home, most
of us get some very encouraging ones, and they give us a big
boost in our morale when we read and re-read them.

I had a chance to read a letter like this some time ago.
The letter, I felt, was a classic in encouraging the soldier with-
out coddling him. With that soldier's permission, I share with
you some of his mother's thoughts.

“Dear Son, sorry you are lonesome and unhappy, but it will
wear off. You have only been there a few weeks. I know how
you feel bad, but it will soon pass off and the year will soon
pass

“IT MUST HAVE been God's plan for you to go where you
are. So just trust in Him. Keep yourself very busy so you
won't think of home 100 much and soon you will find yourself
happy

“Be sure to attend church and take an active part. Do try
and keep out of bad company. If you just trust in the Lord,
He will make every thing better for you,

“Try not to worry. Make yourself active in something so
you won't see Immt' all the time. Remember I'm praying for
you, And God will make things dll right.”

I hope what this mother has written m
your thinking. and also find its wi your home back in the
States. For it teaches poignantly some of the most important
points that should be in A LETTER FROM HOME.

The Rovmg Reporter

Dentist ‘Drilled’ On Trade

By PFC ROBERT BUZOGANY
Staff Writer
HOW MANY TIMES have
sing claims “more dentis
ticular dentifrice or
n dental prdouct?
REALLY recommend?

CPT Robert H. Adler. former 198th Inf.
Bde. dental surgeon, gave his professional
opinions on a number of products associated
with dentistry.

S.C. What kind of toothpaste do you
recommend?

Adler: The ideal toothpaste is the least
expensive, best tasting fluoridated national
brand, such as those distributed through na-
tional supermarkets or drugstores. There is no

to pay for the enormous advertising
of better-known bran

you heard the
s recommend"”
“more dentists use"

What do they

S.C.: Is It really necessary to brush ufter
every meal?

Adler: No. It is unnecessary and imprac-
tical. Brushing thoroughly and correctly—and
I emphasize “correctly”—once a day is suf-
ficient, It is a personal choice whether a
person wants to brush his teeth once, three
times, or 10 times a day.

S.C.: What about the additives that each
brand clalms makes Its toothpaste better
than competitors?

Adler: Any additives other than fluoride—
which has been proven beneficial to teeth—
have not been clinically proven consequential
in fighting tooth decay. This includes chloro-
phyll, ammoniated dentifri , or anti-enzyme
toothpastes.

Toothpastes which solely claim they will
brighten teeth or remove stains contain a
stronger abrasive element than other brands
to do the job. These brands can be used inter-
mittenly wnh milder brnndﬁ but should not be

PLAINED

CHU LAI—The 198th Inf.
Bde. insignia consists of a dark
blue shield arched at the top
and bottom, bordered in white.
Within the shield is a tongue
of flame in yellow and scarlet
shaped like a reversed "S.
Across the flame is a portion
of a rifle barrle with fixed
bayonet c ng from
right to upper left

The btlue and

nt the infantry. The flames

mbglize firepower and the
bayonet is symbolic of carrying
the fight to the enemy

encouraged and
lower

white repre-

te
Mrwnm Juhn Nicholso
Private First Clase Robert Busoeany

used constantly over a long period because
they will wear down the tooth enamel

S.C.: Is there any particular Kkind of
toothbrush which is better than others?

Adler: A toothbrush with a flat brush head
and nylon bristles is the best. Toothbrushes
featuring curves or hooks in the brush head
prevent an even brushing surface. At best, a
toothbrush should not be used for more than
three to four months.

Do you endorse electric tooth

Adler: The electric toothbrush is perfect
for a person with arthritis. A person who
brushes his teeth correctly with a manual
toothbrush does just as good a job.

S.C.: What Is your opinion of mouth-
wash?

Adler: I am violently opposed to mo
wash. It is my obligation as a dentist to inform
the public that mouthwash is bad for you and
not necessary.

‘The greatest seductive statement to come
out of Madison Avenue in a long time is “Even
your best friend won't tell you." Advertising
has made people think they have bad breath,
when actually they don't. First the ads create
an anxiety, then they proclaim to cure it
through mouthwash.

S.C.
then?

Adler: There are some definite medical and
dental indications for the use of mouthwash;
however, its use should be limited to the
specific treatments prescribed by a doctor.

Adler is a 1962 graduate of the University
of Vermont and a 1966 graduate of the Temple
Dental School. The candid denti from
Brooklyn, N. ded his tour here early this
month.

Is mouthwash a serfous problem
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3-Day Battle

196th Takes 3 Hills

FSB CENTER
artillery,
and fierce ground fighting were
the ingredients used by the
196th Inf. Bde. to whip a de-
termined force of North Viet-
namese rvegulars in a recent
three-day battle for three hills
Tam Ky

The men of companies B and
D of the brigade's 3rd Bn.,

Pinpoint

urate air strikes

west of

Inf.  were
search and clear
eight miles west of Tam K
when enemy soldi attacked
from the neighboring hills

“We were fighting a ver
determined enemy who knew
what he was doin recalled
CPT  Robert of
Arlington, com-
mander

21st conducting

operatio

‘Follow Noses’
To Salt Caches

By SP4 KEVIN HOWE
11th Inf. Bde.

LZ BRONC

cache hidden in th
“Just  follow your nose,
ILT Frank Czap, a pla-
toon leader with the 11th Inf.
Bde.'s 4th Bn, 21st Inf

The men of CPT Fred Mow-
rey's Co. C had spent a week
in the jungle-cloaked moun-
tains of he
part of a battalion-sized recon.
naissance in fol

Reports had
the Viet Cong w
trating large stores of ri
and other supplies in
caches, and three companies of
‘Gimlets” went out find
them

says

southwest

that
concen-

1o

All The Luck
Mowrey's company
10 have all the luc
‘We found the rice stored in
a bin about 15 feet long, 4 feet
wide and 2 feet high concealed
by some seemingly abandoned
hootches. We spent about two
days searching the
moving the rice down to LZ
where it could be ev
said the San Gabriel,
native.
The rice cache also concealed
a French-made 75 mm auto-
matic rifle and more than 2,500
rounds of ammunition.
'Some of the other
panies had been through

seemed

com-
the

A 174th Avn. Co

Inf. Bde. (Phota by

—How do
jungle?

u find a Viet Cong salt

area and didn't find a thin
said Czap, of Essexville, Mich
Smelled Salt

“When we came through, one
of the men claimed he could
smell salt. Then some of the
other men agreed, and we
started looking

Elements of the company
located two caches, again hid-
den in huts.

Combat

The NVA were well-pc
tioned and were Kkeeping us
low with their machinegun and
automatic weapons until the
artillery and jets began pound-
ing those hil he added.

“The enemy on the first two
hills were mainly snipers, but
a well-positioned and carefull
camouflaged force was fir
at us from that third hill."

Taking. a hill each day, the
American forces relied heavily
on the air support to pave the
way for their assault. On the
final day, after the hill had
pounded continually b,
jets and artillery, the infantr;

been

men made their final assault,
dodging scattered sniper rounds
along the way

“I guess there

left

were a few
after all that
they didn't last
CPT James H
of Pacific Grove,

D commander.

diehards
poundi: but
long,”  said
Humphries,

if., Co.

‘The soldiers used one of the
ptured weapons—a 127 mm
veavy  machinegun

for

to  pave

the way a final assault

198th Soldiers

Turn Gun On Owners

LLZ BOWMAN--Four 198th
Inf. Bde. soldiers turned an
enemy machinegun against its
former owners to drive them
from atop a hill during recent
heavy fighting in Ope
Burlington Trail west of Tam

The four Co. B, 1st Bn,, 46th

Churns Dust

11th Inf. Bde)

Inf. soldiers were cut off from
their unit by heavy fire from
the hill. The only way to go
was up

“We spotted the machinegun
position and started lobbing
grenades and M-79 rounds.
The gun stopped firing so we
went in close to investigate,

helicopter churns up dust while on a resupply mission for the 11th
PFC Robert Short,

Boondock Shower

A stream,
gredie
shower."

id SGT Richard J. Drapczuk.

Three enemy were dead in-
side the hole.

“We could see they had a
circular perimeter the way
the fire was going out. It just
seemed natu to turn the gun
on them,” Drapczuk said.

“I guess it came as a sur-
prise.” Their firing slowed
down to a trickle and they
started crawling along the
trenches to escape."

But PFC Dempsey Waters
had a different idea and he
charged into the trenches fir-
ing M-79 rounds.

1ILT Larry L. Gragg and
PFC Evan Gollan made up the
rest of the small force,
t was all teamwork.
few men it wouldn
worked any other wa,
said

With
have
Gragg

so

& steel helmet and a friend are
ts this 196th Inf. Bde.

all the in-
soldler needs for an “Instant

(Photo by Sp4 George Hawkins, 196th Inf. Bde.)

In Review

She’s A Fighter,
Not A Lover

LZ BOWMAN There's a
right time and place to meet
women. A 198th Inf. Bde.
soldier recently picked the
wrong time and but he
had no choice matter

in the

Carter
tunnel in Thanh
with his fellow
the 1st Bn., 46th

was

members of
Inf.

Turning a corner, he found
himself staring into the muzzle
of a rifle held by a woman

“All T had was a flashlight.
She must have been as scared
as I was. Insteadyof shootin
she tried to hide the weapol
under some boards,” he said.

His troubles with the opposite
sex weren't over yet.

In another hut, he found an
old woman, e must have
been 80 years old,” sitting on
a cooking pot

t looked kind
so T pulled her off
you believe it, that little old
lady was sitting on a whole
bunch of Chinese grenades.”

of strange,
-and would

Bell Tolls For Whom? ’

LZ BALDY

For whom does the bell toll?

It was supposed to toll for an element of the 196th Inf
ccording to a sign placed by the Viet Cong northwest

am Ky recently.

The men of Trp. F of the 17th Armd. Cav. were on a

search and cl
a sign reading

“Americans! Ring thi
slit your throats.

ar operation when they discovered a bell with

bell and the VC will come and

After checking the bell thoroughly for booby traps, the

cavalrymen accepted the challenge and rang it

times
No Viet Cong show

several
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- ‘l - again ready to contin

The building i deep ties
with the liv exe living
’ y three

't be fully

npleted

building became the gathering point for
More than 2,000 refugees

nd surrounding areas

wking  their

the building itself and on

the church-owned land which rings it.
Thus construction, delayed once by
the attacks themselves, set back
n further in the month following Tet.

1t was only natural that the refugees
were attructed to the cathedral,

At 220 feet long, 80 feet wide, and 55
feet high, with u 150-foot le at
cither end, it casily dwarfs every other
building in the city, and isx one of the
lurgest structures in the I Corps aren.

Alxo, it wax designed and bullt entire-
Iy by the Vietnumese, with no Ameriean

xistance,

It will provide the focal point for a
new  Catholie  dioes » which will be

in Quang Ngul to “fill the

gup" between those in Da Nang and
Qui Nhon, y

By this time, most of the refugees -
have been=moved—sonie to a new camp p / F : R
four miles northwest of here and some, . a
through the efforts of the South Viet- Framed By Barbed Wire And Refugee Hu
namese government, to Cam Ranh Bay

—and the workers ure ready to pick up w
Where they left off. X
Photos By
« Rev. Peter Chuong, a prominent

Catholic clergyman in the area, sald he PFC Bill Guerrant
pes to hold his first mass in the new
by next May.

It Offers Home For The Homeless Refugee’s Dwarfed By Cathedral’s Size




Band Provides Music For All Events

CHU LAI—From u long range patrol team
deep in the jungles around Chu Lal to s march-
ing band playing at a change of command
ceremony, the Americal Spt. Cmd. backs up
the combat activities of the Army’s only
named division.

The multi-battalion element commanded by
COL Robert M. Rose Is composed of the 28rd
Med. Bn., the 28rd S&T Bn., the 728rd Maint.
Bn., the Americal Combut Center, the Long
Range Patrol company, the Americal Band,
the Americal Div’s 63rd Infantry Platoon
Combat Trackers and the 28rd Admin. Co.

It was activated In Chu Lal last Dec. §
from support units already in the area.
Steadily growing, its 1,700 members provide
more and more services for the combat soldiers
of the division.

The 23rd Med. Bn., commanded by LTC
Willlam S. Augerson, operates a 60-bed hospl-
tal which treats about 300 patients—80 of them
battle casunlties—ench month In addition to
performing some 200 laboratory procedures.

Another 250 outpatients are treated month-
Iy by the battalion's medios.

23rd S&T Bn. Convoy Rolls Off

= & Support Col
o s Units 'On Tl

The battalion hus the capacity to expand
its facilities to 80 beds in case of an emer-
gency, and often handles overflow patients
from other hospitals in the Chu Lal area.

The Americal Div.'s medical supply program
is also handled by the men of the battallon,
who are responsible for nearly u ton of vital
medical supplies ench day.

The men of the 28rd S&T Bn. hund!
average of 2,700 tons of supplies and

resupply from division units.

The battalion’s truck dr] have logged
a total of over 528,000 miles"hauling more than
57,550 tons of supplies pifice last December, in
thelr never-ending lying _th
Americal fightin 1

The battalion is ¢
Larson.

’ 4/ coms
The 728rd Maints. Bp)/ :
Willlam Alfonte, hus the m:?o
direct support for the unifs—of the

base and repair parts and back-up
support for the s rt hattalion of

infantry b

The m
ours a d
ree “on

The An

arrivals In
war, and r
where all
pons fé




oy Rolls Off An Tan Bridge

Command

1 The Go’

infantry brigades assigned to the division.

The mechanics in the unit labor many

ours a day and nigh eep the fighting
rce “on Its feet” ang movni| vard.

JooThl- Americal Combat Center handles from
to 1,400 new arrivals to the division dally,
addition to coordinating arrangements for

ombat Center Is the first and last

have with the Americal

s s emphasis on  tralning new

arrivals In the exities of the Vietnam

war, and recently Wgquired its own rifle range,

where all soldiers of'8ge division recelve wea-
millarization,

nd members of
silently and swiftly on
pnalssance patrols to

ce data for the com-

the—members of the all-volunteer
airborne-and range qualified, and
d commando training, either from

the MACV Recondo School In Nha Trang or
the recondo course run by the LRP detach-
ment itself,

The Americal Band Is one of the newest
units in the Spt. Cmd. Organized in April, it
consists of a marching band, a stage band,
two small comboy and a single accordian nct.

The bandsmen, under the direction of WO
Conrad S. Taylor, might play at a change of
command ceremony one day then travel to a
forward base aren the next to entertain battle-
weary troops.

The 63rd  1PC the division's
tracker platoon, is made up of two five-
and one-dog trucking temnmis. Tts mission is to
seek out the enen following his trall,

The temms support each brigude in the
division and train other soldiers in the art
Jungle tracking.

Photos By
523rd Sig. Bn.

73rd Maintg. Bn.’s Work Non-Ending




Structure Stands Out In City

Refugee Huts, Cathedril Stands Above War
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Baskets Of Grain Dry Outside Church
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Div.  (Photo by PFC Micl

rles M. Gettys aceepts

New General

Men Clean Up

‘0ld Home’

FSB WEST—Soldiers of the 196th Inf. Bde.'s 4th
Bn., 31st Inf. recently returned to an old home here,
only to discover that some unwelcome new neighbors

had moved in too.
After some heavy fighting
north _of Hue, in Operation
~Teleware) the battalion moved
ack~To this fire base, nestled
deep in the Que Son Valley
But things had changed
old neighborhood, and
n extensive ‘‘urban re-
project to rid the area
of enemy bunkers and trenches
in the same area where the
“Charger” battalion had ac-
counted for 390 enemy kills
last January
55 Killed
The soldiers also killed 55
North Vietnamese regulars in
their quest to regain control of

mgratula tions after assuming command of the Americal  the aren
'l P. Balwin, 523rd Sig. Bn.)

The hill area was a maze of

ret “croaks’ | Guard’s ‘Last Look Around’
Foils VC Sappers’ Efforts

After Pills

all
croak on

ruiny  nights and like to
munch on malaria pills.

r~ of the

‘s 4th
Inf., howe found
to  fill the Dbill—a
culled “Count Dracula.”

“We were playing cards
in the tent one rainy night
when we heard this eerie
crouking nosie,” related
PFC Glen Harvey, of St
Louls Mo, a clerk.

As the soldlers scattered
to find the source, a big
frog bounded out from
under the table. They de-
cided to keep it for a pet
and gave It malaria pil
which It seemed to like,

This strange taste was
apparently the animal's
undoing, however.

Harvey sald the Count
disappeared shortly after
gobbling up seven of the
Httle white pills.

By SP4 KEVIN HOWE pers
11th Inf. Bde, ain
LZ BRONCO-—A last look
around b, perimeter guard
foiled a recent attempt of an
enemy sapper (demolitions)
squad to penetrate the de-
fenses of the 11th Inf. Bde
base camp here
SGT nes Bond, of West
Hartford, Conn., with the 4th gel
3rd Inf, was  standing
ch on the "Old Guard's"
section of the base bunker line
It was 3 am. and he was
wake his relief when,
ded to take one
more look around.”
It was a good thing he did.
Wasn't Sure
At first, T wasn't sure, then
I saw them. There were three
men trying to get through the
wire. I dropped an M-79 round hand
on them and it looked like I @M.
got ‘em."”
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Kept Firing
Sp4 James A.
Anderson, of Colorado Springs,
Colo., opened a steady stream
of fire while Sp4 Robert Ayre:
of Marion,
called
seve,

50 strong th
weren't doing u:
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center to
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in the bunkers on
either side of us kept up fire
the enemy
and I fired my M-79 rounds so cro:

they'd land behind them. We
couldn’t see, so we tried hold-
ing them down until daylight.”
Tried Escaplng

‘The Viet Cong and North
Vietname: regulars returned
fire al times with their
AK-47 then abandoned the
weapons and tried to get away.

“At about 6 am. one of
them made a run for it and got
away. Another one tried again
at 6:30, but we got him,” Bond
said.

to my

them
Bond

e fired steadily from 3
a.m. till after 6. We had to
be resupplied with ammo three
times in those three hours."

The next morning, armored
personnel carriers from Trp. E,
of the brigade's 1st Cav., rolled
out to pick up the remaining
infiltrators. The cavalrymen
found five bodies, detained one
suspect  and ¢ ptured * four
AK-4T's, satchel charges, gre-
nades and bamboo ladders for
ing the wire.

Night Assault Takes Hill

LZ GATOR -A 198th Inf
used enemy tuctics 1o
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he men of CPT John A
Co. A ol the 1st Bn. 52nd
16 North Vietnamese soldier
tured 10 weapo nd
rounds of ammunition in
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was simple

The task of taking Hull
more  difficult.  Despite
bambings and artillery
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of Sylvester, Ga
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‘Three
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automatic wea-

“This time we didn't stop. We just

and coordination were
bad in the night, but we pushed and
pulled people and moved them physical-

of

nighttime paid off again, as the soldiers
spotted an enemy making his way back
o a @cu]. machinegun position. Be-
fore he could fire, the Co. A soldiers
opened up and killed him.

“After we knocked out the machine-
gun position, resistance was lighter,
We just moved from spider hole to
spider hole, looking for the ememy,
recalled PSG Donald E. Tucker.

“It was so dark you had to be real
careful not to step in those holes
ones said.

“We shot at anything that moved.
We kept them down in their holes and
from resupplying.”

A little after midnight, the fortified
hill was overrun. In addition to the
weapons and ammunition, the soldiers
found web gear left behind as the North
Vietnamese soldiers fled the position

enemy trenches, bunkers and
barbed wire, held by a force of
200 well-armed and equipped
North tnamese.

Four thousand meters from
the hill, the first contact was
made by 4/31st Inf. companies
making intense sweeps of the

opened up
st with a mortar barrage,
then with recoilless rifle fire
and heavy caliber machinegun
fire. CPT Aldon Holborn, of
Los Angeles, Calif., called in
artilles and gunship fire to
supress the enemy fire as other
battalion elements moved into
the area
Once the emy
blished
bunker

position was
bell-shaped
complex on the hilltop.
y air strikes were called
to cover the Chargers as they
began assaulting the position.
As  the continued,
enemy mortars began ha
the American troops.

action

Stop Harassment

“Once we saw 12 NVA mor-
tarmen moving about on the
side of the hill. The jets were
on them almost instantly and
their harassment ended as
quickly as it had started,”
called SP4 Don Pratti, of Los
Angeles.

As a two-company Charger
force neared the hilltop, air
controllers spotted a force of
60 armed enemy soldiers re-
treating down the other side
Some were carrying dead and
wounded.

In addition to the 55 kills,
the infantrymen found 12
caved-in tunnels holding wea-
pons, ammunition and supplies

Engmeer Squad
Completes Dorms
In Quang Ngai

QUANG NGAI—A squad o
men from the 26th Engr. Bn
(CBT) recently completed con-
struction of a dormitory for

me 100 Quang Ngai second-
ary school students.

Most children in this area
receive their elementary educa-
i (grades 1-5) in their own

but many then leave

homes and travel to
Quang Ngai to attend one of
the big secondary schools
(grades 6-12)," explained Ho
Can, the assistant education
adviser for Quang Ngai Pro-
vince,

“This dormitory will house
some of those out-of-town stu-
dents.

The Americal engineers also
built bleache! for a soccer
field in western Quang Ngai.

SSG Nathaniel McFadden, of
Norwalk, Conn., the head of
the squad, described the dormi-
tory as a “two-story tropical
building with a cement base,
100 feet long and 20 feet wide




