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CHECKING THE SITE OF AN NVA MUNITIONS CACHE IN A CAVE 23 miles south-
" west of Tams Ky are BG Wallace L. Clenmwent (with binoculars) and ILT Ron Piggre (with

The cache was discovered by A Co., Ixt Bn, 46 nf.

198th Bdr.) p

1

(Phata by ILT Josef Hebert,

Join"‘Operaﬁon Uncovers Cache

False Floor Hides Weapons

LZ PROFESSIONAL - The cros< and |
Eamboa structure Junked I'ke s many others
n Vetnam. e

But a closer scarch of the hut bured =

under triple-canopy jungle d'schred a we
pons bonanza for a company of de
Iantrymen.

Sold'ers of the 19%th Inf. Bde. S
46th Inf.. OPCON to the 196th Bde. swept
the hilly, rugeed terrain ngar their base-
camp as part of a joint US.-Vietnamese
scarch and clear operation.

False Floor
They uncovered the first of three wea-
pons caches under the false floor of a hut.

In the next 12 hours C Co. found the
other two. The cache included 39 new SKS
rifles. 36 RPG rounds, more than 150 rounds
for 60 and 82mm mortars, and other muni-
tions.

X “We were moving through the area pretty

well” sa'd 1ILT Walter W. Brownlee (Murcas,
lowa), € Cu's acting cmmander. “when we
ran acnas a hut wth th's false bottom. And
there they were - 10 new SKS rifles.”

The company contnued its sweep and

uncovered anvther hut with a false hottom.®

This ne contained more SKS rifles, mortar
reunds, mortar tubes, a half-dczen carbines,
and assurted ammunition.

Snipers
“We knew somcthing like this was in the
area,” said 2LT Marshall Cooper (Hamburg,
N.Y.). “We've .hecn getting sniper fire in
that area for some time.”

‘The next morning as the unit moved for-
ward again they found their third weapons
storage area, a cache ccntaining 12 rocket
tubes and more than 1,800 Chicom grenades.

The muntions haul came just 10 days
after B Co. 1-46 Inf. discovered an NVA bat-
talion-size basccamp. (198th 10)

Division Units Kill 534 0f Foe
Durmg Sapper, Rocket Hits

Al—After seven manths of *clative quiet

enemy activ
Americal unit

xpleded all over
killed 3% dr'ring

S fighting in May.
From one end of the AO.to the other, enem
main force and sapper units attacked [riendly pos

*
Snoopy Curses
Red Sappers In
Night Of Terror *

By SP{ DICK SHEARER
LZ SNOOPY--W

ed as a plersantly owl eve-

ning for slesp'ng turned nto

a n'ghtmare for members of

B Biry.. 1=t Bn. 82d Arty..

and C Co.. 391h Enur. Bn

The peace and tranquility
ended at 0217 hours when a
medium-s'zed encemy force
launched a ccmbined ground
and mortar attack against
the two units which «
LZ Snoopy
detachment.

with an ARVN

Initial contact was made
with the enemy in the en-
gineers sector where five VC
were spotted.

At abou! the same time, a
number  of ememy  troops
work:«  thea aa;  through
the rr'meter and were mov-

(Continued on Page §)

tons « nh 1o be successfu
~ed  Artillersmen  an
eny’n, along with uthe
~u|( wt troops fought k.
‘n repelling man
nl the ascults.
122:m and 140mm rocket-
i and  S2mm  mortar-
RPGx.  amtenatic  weapon.
and  smatl arms fire w
uneble W throw  Americ-
detenders o balance.

dead amd 109 weapons,
crew-served. captured.
Nuppers

At LZ Baldy. a large for.
of NVA =sappers attempte
10 breach the 196th Bde. ba-
camp’s defense. 2nd. Bn. 1.
Inf. solders tought n)" 1
assault.

Forty NVA bodies we:
found arvund the perimet¢
the next morn'ng along wi-
13 indwidual weapons ar
numeruvus munitions inclu-
ing sev>n RPGx and [
satchel charges.

Te th south near Tam K
NVA and VC forces ove

(Cosatinurd va Pagr 8)

MG Ramsey HNew (G,

MG Gettys

CHU LAl-MG Lloyd B.
former Dzputy CG

of the 1st Log. Cemmiand.
assumed command of the
Americal D'v'son June 1.

became  direc-

pdn-dual training.

" of the Deputy Chiefl

of Staff for Personnel. Head-

quarlers, Department of the

Army.

Fourth CG

As Americil's fourth com-

mander since the division

arrived in southern I Corps

in April 1967 as Task Force .

Oregen, MG Getiys served 11
months here.

Among
the general’s tour were 15
combat  eperations  directed
aga'nst NVA and VC forces
threughout
operational area, and increas-
ed goodwll and cooperation
between Americal forces and
the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam. ~

MG Ramsey is a graduate
of the University of Ken-
tucky. After graduation he
was commissioned a 2LT in
1940.

By 1943 he was a majo
and a’'de-de-camp for GEN
Alexander. Greund  Com-
mander under GEN Eisen-
huwer 'n North Afr'ca.

In 1946 he attended a

the h'ghlights of ’

the Americal ¢

Off To DA

ceurse ‘n psychology at Yz
a eudun. assignment at v
hool.

\\u College

Other acadrmic endeave
‘nclude the Ccmmand ar
Staff Coliege. Army W
College. and Harvard U:
versity.

The sixties have scen M
Ramsey in a varicly of p~
tions.

In 196 he was Depu
Chief of Information, and
late 1967 until 1968 he <er
ed as Chief of Staff. Th
U.S. Amy Foﬂ McPhers

n V-

M@ Lloyd B. Ramsey
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setting for 3 nass uk—bn!u;

3.C

by the 11th Inl. Bde.

Chaplain, MAJ Robert J. Donibrowskl. The 1st Ba, 20th Inf. seldlers knelt before an altar
made of cartons from C-rations. (Phota by 1LY Stephen H. Cobb, 1ith Bde. 10)

Largest Company MEDCAP Visit,
2-1Treats Over 1,000 Vietnamese

., LZ BALDY-—Medical
personnel of the 196th
Inf. Bde. in one hectic
day treated more than
1,050 Vietnamese civil-
ians during the largest
company-sizz MEDCAP
in the history of the
Americal Division in
tnam.

‘Legionnaires”
Co, 2nd Bn., 1st Inf.
set the stage for the new
mark during a joint cordon
and search operation through
Hien Luong Village, 10 miles
south of Da Nang.

The operation also netted
12 VC kills, four VC suspects
detained, and more than 5,000
pounds of polished rice un-
earthed from buried caches.

It was 0200 hours when
the men on guard began
waking the rest of B Co.
from their night laager on
a white, sandy plain off the
South China Sea.

Move Out

Dawn found the 2-1 troops

drawn up in a modified “L"

(Water-
town, Conn.) gave the com-
mand to move into the vil-
lage.

A few hundred melers
away, Popular Forces (PFs)
from Huong Xuan Village
began their advance from the
opposite direction

Suddenly pointman PFC
Michael Fox (Brooklyn)
spolled Ya man racing away
along one of the many paddy
dikes surrounding the Vil
shouts  of

lage.
“Dung Lai! Dung Lal!” the

operation claimed itz first
kill of the day. Documents
an the body later proved the
man a top local VC leader
visiting from a mnearby vil-
Inge.
Flash VC

Th tww. nllied forces con-
‘nw Us4r >uweep through
the outivng hoanlets, mov-
mg tewend the village ren-
ter aw! root’ng out 11 more
VO fows, o’ " and under-
ground | ankeis.

In a1 shent t . more than
a thasam! oxcted  Viet-
namese had pathered, milling
about ‘n the centra) street

June 8, 1969

as whispers of “Bac si, Bac
s (doctor) passed through
the crowd.

As soon as the village was
secured. 2-1 battalion surg-
ecn. CPT Kirk Hilliard
(Pleasantville, NJ.) and a
Medical  Ass'stance Team
(MAT) took over to diagnose
and treat villagers® ills.

Find Rice

GIs and PFs continued
their search, unearthing rice
caches buried in graves,
under hootches, and hidden
in the woodl'ne around the
village.

Kids Get New Duds Sal

‘Chargers’ Outfi

By SP4 JIM BRUCE

LZ BALDY—It was a
circus, visit to the 200, and
Christmas rolled intn one,
and no one could say whe-
ther the hamlet of refugee
children and parents or their
Americal * benefactors  were
enjoying it more.

Al Que Son Village, 20
miles northwest of Tam Ky,
an idea generated by a pla-
toon leader and a medic was
helping Lo clothe more than
1.000 orphans and refugee
children.

ILT Stephen M. Florio
(Mira Mar, Fla.), A Co. 2-1
Inf, 196th Inf. Bde, and SP3
David Webb (La Mirada,
Calif.) first conceived the
ides of a clothing drive to
help the children of Que Soa

Like Kide

“Most GI's are pretty solt.
hearted when it comes to lit-
tle kids,” LT Florio said

*1 cume from a big family,
and Webb’s got & bunch of
brothers and sisters. It kind
of hurts being out there, see-
ing all these kids and re-
membering how much we
had back home.” -

“There was one little boy
1 remewnber islly. He
would come out on the raad
and just ahoust live with us
from sunap 1o sundown.”

- s little fellow had only
one set of clothing. In three |
months T saw him in the
sami2 red shirt. the <ame bluc

V

While the record MEDCAP
ccnt'nued, logbird pilots of
the 7ist Avn. Bn, "Rat-
tlers” extracted the rice to
government storehouses.

Four children slightly
wounded in an exchange with
VC snipers were dusted off
and treated at an aid station
on LZ Baldy.

With late afternoon, a
group of justifiably tired and
satisfied infantrymen and

medics packed up their gear

and prepared to withdraw
again to their night lasgers
and f're support base. (196th
10) ¢

pants. and no shoes. We de-
cided that a clothing drive
cculd help a lot morz kids™

So the lieutenant and me-
dic wrote letters, with pic-
tures of the kids, for school
presentations and newspaper
features, and sent them to
Webb's mother.

MOM Helps Out

Mrs. Webb is a member of
the La Mirada MOM's Club,
an organization of mothers
with <ons In Vietnam who

mwncy fec postage. ... - .
La Mirsde responded with
over 8 ton of bew or shghtly

perzonnel

:!’n surprised to see 50 big
boxes of clothing delivered at
their rear ares warehouse.

Four dpys later, the other
half of the shipment arrived.
One bundred boxes of cloth-
ing. ~huee. and toys for the

Feln
Fort

SOUTHERN CROSS

t B‘utiaﬂli n

Use Ruins of Chu ch
To Celebrate Mass

DUC PHO — Standing
among the runs of what had
cnce heen a mammticent
church 3¢ les north of
Duc Pho, Chapla'n Robert J.
De.mbruwsk’, (South Bend.
Ind.) the 11th Bde. Chaplain,
recently offered mass for the
soldiers of D Co., 1-20 Inf.

The Chaplain used a make-
shift altar of C-ration car-
tons while Army cots and
sand bags served as benches.

i War-Shattered

Caught in the center of
eombnl.lhe&ur:dshu

and pelted by sniper fire.
Its roof no longer exists

‘ and ples of stone are all

that rema'n of once sturdy
walls.

In his sermon the Chap-
lain said, “It is sad to realize
that even the House of God
s not safe from the horror
of war.” He then asked the
“Sykes Regulars”™ to pray
with him for peace the world
over and especially in Viet-

‘ot
time It was sttended by .
mhw&&n
area. st é,: -rl

3 o

-

the fnal result of their
efforts to help the children
of Que Son.

Rummage Sale

In refugee housing centers
throughout the village, Viet-
namese parents stood by ex-

- pectantly and children shout-

ed at familiar American

of C

Today its only inhabitanis
ar  birds that build thewr
nests in the intricate designs
carved ‘n the stone.

The mass celebrated by
Chapla’n Dombrowski wa.
the first in five years to take
place in the church.

Althcugh the build'ng was
destroyed by war, the sprit
cf hope it represents cannot
be destroyed as easily. (11th

LZ CENTER—A young
division specialist was
named honor graduate re-
cently from a reconna’s-
sance school in Da Nang,
and given an accelerated
promotion Lo sergeant for
his efforts.

SGT Charlie Swaggert
(Du Bois, Pa) a member

<

... .
hildren
faces as LT Flcrio and other
men of 2-1 handed out cloth-
“'ng, sho>s and toys.

“It's a good feeling” LT
Florio said. “These kids
have nothing tp do with the
war, and if we can do some-
thing to make it a litte
easier for them, that's good.”
(196th 10)

r 2 N ndere
OVFRWHELMED WITH BOXES, 8GT Georgr Sa
(Stafford Kans.) and SP4 Frank Cyphers (Mansfield, Olln-
foss still more onto s swiftly growing pile. They conlur
clothing for more than 1,000 children in the Que Son are:

and were donated by family, friends,

and neighbors of tne

wmen of A Co., 20d Bn, Ist Inf, 196th Bde.

Page 3




-:PT ARNOLD J. ECKELMAN
*h Bn., 56th Arty.

-by SP4 MIKE SULLIVAN
523rd Sig. Bn.

headquarters battery, four firiag bat-
terles, and a et support platoon
augmented to lend graeral support
capabilily to the “orphan™ It supports.

The HAWK system utillzes the prin-
ciple of semi-active homing guldance for
missile comtrol during tlight.

Ground-based, continous-wave, and
pulsc radars acquire and track the tar-
get. The missile recelves rudio frequency
(RF) cnergy rcflected from the turget
and uscs this encrgy in developing steer-
ing commands to direct the misslle to
the target.

The sytsem Is reliable, mobile, and
accurate. In addition, it hax the expa-
bility to engage two turgets slmul-
taneously approaching the defend:d area
from opposite directions.

Similar to other HAWK battallons,
the 6-56 must work to acconplish four
basic tasks: detection, identification,
tracking, and killlng the target.

By continually training te perfect
these tacks, If the possibility of s sneak
attark by low flying aircraft ever be-
com:s a realily, the threat will be et
by the Americal's “Largest Loner.'

p b “.«Hy,-«; : Bt 2 .'v>~r-‘"“f' o v-‘
“J-box" and a swift run to ready missiles for launching. In less than five minutes, missiles are locked on’ targe
After one group of three is fired, a motorized loader (top) carries another trio of HAWKs to the launcher for firin




Homing
All The
Way
Killer

" CHU LAI—No one enjoys being s
“loner™ Yet there Is a particular
orphaned battallon willing to doubt the
credibility of this universally accepted
truth.

That batialion s the only Army Air
Decfense artillery unit in Vietnam assigs-
cd to the division artillery of an infantry
divislon and cpe-ationally controlled by
the Alr Force in a tactical zone controlied
by Marines.

And this crphaned battalion is large
Its boundries extend north to Da Nang
and south to Salgon, west to Plelku, and
cast to Americal Division headquarters
here, involving an area which enly a
complex mathamatical intcgration could
accurately compute.

The 6th Bn., 56th Arty. huppens to
be both the “largest loner” and the
“doubter™ since it enjoys its rather
unique role in Vietnam. The HAWK

<ile battalion, commanded by LTC
J.A. Richard Gucrtin, has the mission of
providing low and mediun altitude air
defener artillery protection.

The Americal  battalion’s  physical
makeup consistx f a koadquarters and

A : o S IR 3 . =

HAWK missiles sit poised, ready to destro . ‘ u Lai.
' troy any approaching enemy aircraft in the vicinty of Ch L .
56th Arty. firing crews go through daily drills that begin with a siren sounding in thelryu?\de?g:’oul;ladl. buelfl'(‘erg:.




Ready Riles’ Rebuff NVA Attack At LL Buff
Combat In_Review

27 NVA Killed
In Fierce 198th
Counterattack

LZ BUFF- -One am., moon
tehind <minous clouds and,
sruddenly. an en>my head
popped up on the western
perimeter of ths forward
basecamp for the 1st Bn,
52d Inf. 198th Bde.

RPG rounds cracked over
the area and slammed into
two bunkers to herald a
ground attack by two NVA
companies planning to over-
run Bulf which stands bold-
ly in thickly-foliated terrain
nine miles northwest of
Quang Ngai.

“It was raning Chicom
rrenades,” sa'd CPT Todd A.
Martin (Terre Haut, Ind.).
battalion communications of-
ficer.

‘Scary’

B Co., 26th Engr. Bn.. part
of which was here 1o build a
strong operations bunker
system, killed at least four
NVA at close range on the
hill's west side.

With RPGs, the NVA seiz-
ed two strategic bunkers,
and fighting centered there
for several harrowing hours.

“It was downright scary,”
said SP4 Robert Lambart
(Detroit) of the heavy wea-
pons platoon. “We put up 70
rounds cf 4.2 illumination
when the enemy broke the
perimeter.”

Twenty-seven sappers were
killed as 198th soldiers re-
pulsed invaders on all sides
with a heavy counterattack

howitzer fire, the latter from
D Btry., 1st Bn., 14th Arty.

Well-Armed

everyth
tanks,” said SP4 David Gyllis
(Longview, Tex.), a member
of the 198th military intelli-
gence team.

A E/N14 Arty. platoon
placed direct fire on suspect-

SP4 Mike Vansickle (Rush-
ville. Ind.), section leader for
E Co's "106mm recoilless
rifle team, raced out of his
sleeping Quarters as firing
started. |

“The m next to me was
hit in the leg.” bhe recalled.
“When I came back with a
medic, we cculdn't cross a
six-foot path because firing
was so heavy.”

Grounded X

Four potent mi on a
“Shadow” (C-119) gunship,
firing 6000 rounds per min-
ute, and numerous helicopter
gunships combined for a de-
vastating reprisal against the
sappers.

Vansickle said of the
night’s battle:

“T never knew I could low
crawl so fast. It was amaz-
ing how well everyone react-
ed to the attack even though
we were f{.ghting on our
stomachs.” (198th 10)
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The Dustoff Shuffle

High-stepplag through cloud-like dust swirls, 11th Bde. Infantry rush a3 wounded buddy

and two Injured Vietnamese to a walting MEDEVAC chopper.

Hollenhorst)

Area Set Up for Enemy Regiment

NVA Camps, Cache Fall to 4-21

By SP4 DONALD YOST

DUC PHO—A Co.. 4th
Bn., 21st Inf. uncovered eight
large enemy basecamps and
a large ammunition cache
within four deys recently on
a search and clear mission
11 miles southwest of here.

“The largest basecamp
was 500 meters wide by as
many meters deep and con-
sisted of 50 well-constructed
bunkers,” said CPT Robert
H. Smith (Buffalo, Tex.), A
Co. commander.

“It included a large mess

Various tra‘ning devices

Jeepers,

were found by the 11th Bde.
sold'ers.

Included were s'mulated

tubes and mortar
rounds carved from wood,
and simulated concertina
wire and hurricane fencing
made of woven vines, pro-
bably used to teach sappers
how to breach wire obstacles.

Many tunnel complexes
were also found.

“Some tunnels we've found
are large enough to accom-
modate a man standing up.,”
said CPT Smith.

On the fourth day of the
treasure hunt, a four-man
patrol from the fourth pla-
toon located a huge enemy
ammo cache.

Peepers!

Lz WESI’—Two “peep'ng Congs™ found their occupation
can Le hazardous, especially when snooping on an Amencnl

Div'sion company.

Engaged in search and clear missions 25 miles west of
Tam Ky, B Co., 4th Bn., 31st Inf., 196th Bde. was patralling

the Hiep Duc Valley regon
As the

moved to their day hue.r position, SP4

Louis Terry (Eldorado, Ark.) observed two VC hiding in tall

grass on a hillside.

fire on them)”

“The VC were a little too far away to bring effective
explained

“Wells, Tex.), B Co.

CPT William H. Gayler (Mineral

“I sent a reinforced squad up the hill because the high
grass made it impossible for the VC to see my men.”

‘The men moved to within 40 meters of the unsuspecting
VC before the enemy finally detected them.

‘The two enemy soldiers attempted to evade through tall
elephant grass down the far side of the hill

‘They were killed with M-16 fire at a range of 35 meters,
and two AK-47 rifles with four fu'l magazines were cap-

tured. (196th 10)

SOUTHERN CROSS

(Photo by SP4 John

“We bg red NVA were
still in the area so we re-
ccnned by ['re and returned
1o regort Lo the platoon lead-
er” said PFC Gerald C.
Duska (Erie, Pa.).

1LT Allen W. Hendrikson
(Missoula, Mont.), platoon
leader, related what followed.

“We heard firing ahead
and moved toward it.

Anuno Bin

“When we reached the
Jocation of a cage-type struc-
ture, we discovered it was
actually a storage bin, larger
than two US. conexes and
filled 1o the top with brand-
new ammo.”

Included in the cache were
2 75mm recoilless rifle
reunds; 10.750 .51-cal rounds;
16,800 SKS rounds; 12 rifle
grenades; 12 82mm mortar
rounds; five 60mm mortar

Advance

' "A basic NVA tactic is to
establish support bases and
supply routes in an area be-
fore sending in the main
fighting force,” explained
ILT Thomas L. Domin
(Cleveland), 4/21 S-2.

“A Co. may have found re-
sults of work by an advance
NVA work force. What has
been discovered so far would
accomodate at least an NVA
regiment.” (11th 10)

N

Love Makes
“light Too Hot
For Sappers

By SGT
ALFRF.D ANTHONY JR.
LZ BUFF—"1 had just

come out cf my hootch when
1 heard an AK-47 rifle. Right
in front of me, four NVA
were [iring from atop a
bunker.”

Thus began SGT Louis C.
Love's harrowing experience
during a recent two-company
NVA attack on this forward
fire base of the 1st Ba, 524
Inf., 198th Bde.

“I ran back in and grab-
bed some LAWs (Light Anti-
Tank Weapon),” said the E
Co. supply sergeant.

Under heavy small arms
fire from two captured peri-
meter bunkers, Love figured
his only chance to retaliate

to reach the enemy

Good Alm
Crawling along a low dirt
embankment, he fired a LAW
and killed two NVA on the
bunker.

“The other two then mov-
ed to the other side. I fired
another LAW and threw
grenades over the bunker. 1
guess I got those two be-
cause they stopped firing.”

Love spotted two more
NVA firing from a knoll in
the center of the firebase. He
quickly opened up to kill
both.

“I ran-down into the gully
by the wire in front of the
two bunkers,” he said “An
M-60 had been sitting there
the whole time.”

‘Oops*

Love picked up the M-60,
already loaded, and turned
to move back up the hill
where other NVA were still
firing.

“When I turned around.”
he said, 1 was looking down
the barrel of an AK47. I
heard it click three times. I
couldn't do a thing. I was
frozen solid.

*1 just looked at an NVA
standing right in front of
me. I thought, ‘Oops, time to
hang it up.’

“All that really matters i
that 2 guy we call She -
time' shot the NVA and t
I was still standing ther: n
one piece.” (198th 10}

s LZ Sil}uon

CHU LAI—LZ Watf @
now LZ Stinson and wil*
be identified that . way ir
the future.’

The home of the I-
Inf, 198th Bde, L7 Sth
son Is named (or
Willlam C. Stinsom
was killed In action last
March as he directed hi<
troops from the commund
and control helicopter.
(Anserical 10




" Blue Ghosts
Add Silence
After Sweep

LZ PROFESSIONAL -
With the splat of an AK-47
round and thud of a .50 cal.
mach:negun tullet slamming
‘nto the windsh the third
chopper cf the day had be=n
hit in the sleepy I'ttle valley
east of here.

The artillervmen from C
Btry.,, 1st Bn, 14th Arty.
were doing the'r best, throw-
‘ng everyth'nz in ther re-
pertoire, but “Charlie” kept
blasting away.

Two gunships arrived on
the scene—“Blue Ghosts”
from F Trp., 8th Cav.

They went high to the west
and then came roaring down
the valley with doorgunners
blasting away and rockets
blazing with deadly accuracy.

After four sweeps the val-
ley became silent.

. RTOs sent out calls of

* “good shot,” and “that’s the
way to shoot.” The gun had
been knicked cut and LZ
Profess'cnal cculd rest for a
moment anyway.

ne since
her Christinas visit, but a
pretty Golddigger Is a wel-
come present for tired eyes
anytime of the year.

Rice Bags Prove Healthy
As Chopper Cushion Seat

IL.Z BALDY—CPT Robert
E. Netter has acquirad a sud-
den taste for rice. A thou-
sand pounds of the grain
probably saved the 196th
Inf. Bde. officer's life.

CPT Netter, an intelligence
officer from the 2nd_Bn., 1st
Inf., and his Vietnamese in-
terpreter. SGT Cao, were
seated atop a dozen 100-
pound hags cf rice being ex-
tracted from caches found 20
miles north of Tam Ky.

Suddenly 13 rcunds of
enemy  automatic weapons
fire ripped into the belly of
their Huey. Luckily. their
rice-padded perch absorbed
all the hits.

The “Rattlers” logbird
from the Tlst Avn. Co. had
been lifting wut the first load
of 3,000 pounds of rice un-
earthed by B Co. 2-1. and
Regional Force (RF) soldiers
when the enemy gunner
2eroed in.

Sudden'y ft“e air was
awhirl with the crack of
ground fire and the doorgun-

- Mailing Explained

LONG RINH--US. Army
postal off'c'als reaffirmed
that un’'t nowspapers and
magaz'nes ¢rn not be sent
home as free ma’l.

Military Ass’stance Com-
mand direct'ves explain that
free mailing service is Jimit-
ed to personal letter mail,
post cards in the usual and
generally accepted form, and
scund recorded communica-*
tions,

Prin‘ed matter—such as
the SOUTHERN CROSS
newspaper or the AMERI-
CAL magaz'ne—can be sent
at the regula~ first class
rate, or at a lower rate if
sent clearly labeled “printed
matter.” (Americal 10)

June 8, 1969

ner's answering bursts.

The crc-plot was slightly
wounded Fy shrapnel in one
foot, but the chopger return-
ed <afely to the battalion's
tase at L7 Baldy
a ruptured fuel Ii

“1 was Fuggint those rice
tags and darmed glad they
were there,” said the captain
from Kingston, N.Y. “I'll be
happy to eat rice every day
from now on." (196th 1I0)

Uncle Ben's Rice Raiders Remove
Basic Diet From VC/NVA Pantry

By SPS DENNIS IRVINE

LZ BALDY — Discovering
51 tcns of ¢
en~my rice. cavalrymen from
F Trp. 1Tth Cav., severed an
‘mpartant VC/NVA resupply
chain.

While on a routine search
and clear mission seven miles
southwest of Thang Binh,
the cavalry from the 196th
Inf. Bde. entered a hootch
and uncovered a small quant-
ly of rice concealed in

discovery,
engaged
nearby.
While searching a cement
buildine. one of the men be-

and killed a VC

~an to tap on the walls and

floor, testing and probing.
Something didn't sound right.
Pressing his examination,
he discovered a hidden base-
ment containing five tons of
unpolished rice.
The “Chargers” called the
izade’s civil affairs section
and asked for rice sacks.
While part of the platoon
stuffcd rice into 100-pound
satchels the next day, the
rest of the unit looked for
mcre caches of the grain.
They weren't disappointed.

Rice Everywhere

In a series of false graves,
tushes, hootches, almost
cverywhere the men looked,
they found rice. More than
13 tons were gathered by
late afternoon.

ILT Charles C. Garefino
(Flem'ngtcn, N.J.) now sus-
pected his platoon was well
on the way to unveiling a
major enemy rice distribu-

t'cn and storage po'nt, which
:zrved beth VC and NVA
elcments ‘n the area and was
centrolled by local guerrillas.

The Amer'cal rice rogues
bcgan to encounter a new
problem. Hcw to get the rice
out ¢f the area and back to
Thang Binh for distribution.

They talked the pilot of
their resupply chinocok into
flying a few extra missions,
carting off many mounds of
bagged rice.

Pilots Protest

First the men crammed
hags inside the chopper till
it reached capacity, then
hung more rice in nets under
the craft.

In mock displeasure, the

rh'ncek  pilots threw hand
fuls of rce #t the cavain-
men everyt ne they tried 1
shove more on the helicopter
The 196:h <old:ers uncover-
cd s'x tcns the next day. By
th's tune. the men had dub-
ted LT Garefno “Uncle
Ben.” ¢
Wind'ng up their rice hum
the next day, the soldiers
gathered 21 tons cf unpolish-
ed rice. In the process, twc
enemy were killed by F Trp
and the PFs accounted for
another enemy KIA.
Return'ng to their base
camp that even'ng, the men
raced to the mess hall for a
good hot meal. You guessed
it—they were served rice,

Jungle Warrior Viet Vet
Heading- For 54th Month

LZ BRONCO—It is not
uncommon to find a soldier
in the 11th Inf. Bde. who has
spent 18 months in Vietnam,
but SP5 Donald M. Henry
(Grant: City, Mo.) has long
since passed that mark.

A maintenance specialist
in HHC, Henry is just be-
ginn'ng his 48th month in
RVN.

Henry came into the Army.
in 1964 and hcaded overseas
the same year.

Since that time he has
bteen assigned to units as far
south as Cam Ranh Bay and
as far north as Da Nang.

The young specialist soon

will head back to the States.
but only for a 30-day leave.

“I've put in for another 6
month extension,” the Ameri-
cal soldier said with a smile.
“Alter that I think I'll go
back to duty in the States.
If this extension is approved
it will mean a total of 54
months for me in Vietnam.”

Speaking of his plans after
the long tour, Henry said, “1
think TI'll request duty at
Fort Ord, California, as a
Drill Instructor. It would
give me a great deal of satis-
faction to teach others and
prepare them for combat
duty.” (11th 10)




Engrs. Ward Off VC, Finish Road

‘D ATOP THEIR BULLDOZER,
the Tra Bong CIDG can
(Phote hy SP4 Mike Friedmian, 26th Engr. Bn.)

warth in clearing a road t
Inf., 198th Bde.

26th Engr.

soldivrs mov e
Sceurity was provided by A Co., 1-52

pssive mounds of

Snoopy Curses Reds

(Continued from Page 1)
ing freely under the protec-
tion of heavy shell'ng.

The full impact of the
tack was fell ‘n a matter of
minutes when three sachel
charges exploded in one of
the engineers’ bunkers, start-
ing an ammunition-fed fire.

Soon two more enemy sol-
diers captured a fighting
bunker and pinned down
four engineer defenders.

B Btry. 1SG James E.
Norris +Baltimore) and 2LT
Steven L. Rapier (Cedar
Rapids, Iowa), assistant NO.
were among the first 1o size*
up the situation.

They immediately went to
the communications bunker
to get the medic, PFC David
A. Bozek (Chicago). to help
treat injured at the bunker
fire. r
When they arrived they
found two VC patrolling the
entrance 10 the bunker.

While Bozek moved 1o the
burning bunker, Norris. LT
Rapier. and SSG Boea D.
Johnson (Tipton. Ind.) con-
centrated on pinning **e VC
in a bunker.

Lob Grenades

“It wasn't easy to flush
them out.” Norris sa‘d. “but
LT Rapier kept them down
with M-16 fire and 1 started
throw.ng hand grenades ate
the bunker.”

Apparently each had scor-
ed'a hit beczuse later they
Jearned that one VC had
been killed by rifle fire. and
the other by a grenade blast.

PFC Terrance L. Penick
tLou'sville, Ky.) was aslecp
in his bunk en someone
shouted a warning that the
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rec2’'ving ‘n-cum'ng
l-re A fcw <ecends later a
grenade went off ouls:de the
door.
More Grenadex

Penick and SP4 Robert T.
Staple« (Andalusia. Pa.)
jumped up and headed for
the ertrance way where they
were greeted by - another
grenade blast that threw
Penick back into the bunker.

“I luoked to the right and
saw a VC moving around in
the shadows and somehow I
managed 1o shoot him.”
Penick said.

“After that, Staples and
1 decided to check the profo
pits (ammo storage area).
As soon as we got to the
first one. a grenade exploded
on top of 't and we both got
knocked down again.”

Thirty-five m'nules after
the battle began. gun and
flare skips, arr'ved to take

NVA Hornets Rout Infantry Platoon

Bees Bruise Brave & Bold

LZ BUFF—A platoon of the 198th Inf.

Num
machine-

up the fght with
ton. ctkets and
gun ['re.

The hill y'elded 25 enemy
hod'cs and a cache of arma-
ment that included 10 riflex,
two pistols, and 150 assorted
Chicom grenades.

A check of the perimeter
shcwed blcod trails indic
ing that as many as 20 addi-
ticnal VC were brought down
by the gunships.

Enemy Losses

All . there were 37
confirmed kills on Snoopy as
a re-ult of engineer and
artillery teaming to fight as
infantry. =

“It really was a nice eve-
ning for sleeping.” stated
Johnson. who was sacked out
next 1o a bunker when the

tack began. “Now I think
1 might take us a few weeks
to rest e again.”
'DIVARTY 10)

By PFC
WILLIAM EFTINK
LZ BAYONET -- The

erinding roar of bull-
dczers and steady clank-
ing of huge dump trucks
signaled the determined
push west by B Co., 26th
Engr. Bn.

They were tuilding a
17-mile road running
from the village of Binh
Son, on Highway 1, tc a
CIDG camp near Tra Bong.

CPT Warren W. Sullivan,

Va.i, CO

ing as a suppl) route, the
road will give the local civil-
sans a better transporiation
route for bring ng out their
ree »nd cinnamon. In this
way ‘t will be a hig steg for-

Div. Repels
Enemy Hits

(Continued from Page 1)
whelmed a small  outpost
atop Nu: Yon hill only to be
driven off w:th extremely
heavy casualties.

Elements of the 3rd Bn.
21st Inf. and 1st Sqdn., 1st
Cav. aided by intensive artil-
lery bombardment and air
strikes. retook the position.

Fifty-three NVA  bodies
were discovered on the hill-
top when the ARVN 34
Cav.. wh'ch also participated
in the action. reached the
peak.

“VC Stopped

Northwest of Quang Ngai.
clements of the 1st Bn., 52nd
Inf., 198th Bde. rebuffed the
V'et Cong at LZ Buff.

Twenty-seven of the enemy
were felled by “Brave and
Bcld” bullets as they
tempted to reach the landing
zone. Two crew-served and
four indwidual weapons were
captured.

At LZ Snoopy. northwest
<f 11th Bde. headquarters at
Duc Pho. non-infantiy de-
fenders beat back a combin-
ed NVA and VC force.

Elements (of the 1st Bn.
82d Arty. and 39th Engr. Bn.
killed 17 NVA and 23 VC
while capturing six individual
and cne crew-served weapon.
Two NVA also were killed
by artillery barrages.
(Amercal 10)

we call them “NVA Homels™ cut hera.” Coie

Bde. pol bees''n the'r bonnets work'ng in
an area they are I'kely to remember with
a st'ng.

While partic’pating in a cordon operation
in the ruzged mountans west «f here, A
Co.. 15t Bn., 52nd Inf. had a platoon hidden
‘n the triple-cangpy forest for security when
a swarm of horpets assaulted them.

“We bad just been resupplied on the side
«f a mountain.” said the assistant RTO, PFC
David Herring 1Mobile, Ala) nd we were
f'xing to move out when they .hit.”

“A man somewhere the back sat rght
on them.” explained Herring, as SP4 Duuglas
Cole tDallas, Ga.) added: “They were Lees—

was stung seven !:mes.

We started poppmg smoke th'nkin
would keep some of the hornets away.”
Herring said.

The soldiers had am added problem in
that they had to remain silent during the
entire attack. Deep ‘n enemy territory, they
could not chance makng n

There was evdently no w ) to rout the
enemy. The 198th troops were at the hor-
nets’ mercy unt’l someone thought of a No. 1
hornet chaser—the resupply helicopter.

\When the chepper dove down to ass'st the
platoon, its powerful downwash blew the
NVA Hornets away. (198th 100

SOUTHERN CROSS .

ward 0 pachcaton ol the
¥ wr Trail
The road lormerly an old
French font-1ra | w.nd.
alungs.de the Tra Bong River
nte. the reh cnnamon pro-
ducing areas near the village
of Tri Bong. Now (mmpleted
Highway 529 ix the secunc
road ‘nward from
1 ‘n the division

While the engincers were
wurking. <omeone had 1.
keep an eve out for the Vier
Cong.  Security  primarily
was the job of the 1981h
Bde.'x A Co. 1st Bn, 52nd
Inf.

Althcugh small arms fire
was Lmited 1o an occasional
sn'per. the infanirymen and
eng neers came Acriss sever-
al m nes planted in the road
and aling the 40 10 100 me-
ter r ght-of-way being clear-
ed on cach

Mine Problem

After a section of the roas
was completed, it sl wa
susceptible (o communis:
tampering And cach morn-
‘ng the portion of the roan
buidt the previous day had
1o be <earched for mines.

Five days after the start
of the project the VC blew
up a large culvert near the
beginn:ng of the road.

CPT Sullivan explainec
that in a rvad of this type
culverts are used wheneve:
possible instead of bridges

“If the VC knack out a
culvert my men can have 1t
repluced in an hour. with
bridge it wculd take con-
sidcrably more time.”

The giant 3¥-ton cumbat
engineer vehicle (CEV:
three 23.000 pound buli-
dozers, five 3.4-ton dun
trucks, and other smalle:
support veh'cles opened new
arteries of transpurtation
and cummerce ‘n the south-

emn 1 Corps area. 11981h 10

Marine Baptized
By Arty. Chaplain
In Chu Llai Surf

CHU LAI--The cingrega-
ton of the Firt BRapts'
Church,  Charlestion.  SC
d&'d net have thetr newes!
membe-r with them on Easte:
morn ng

The absent member was
baptized just eight hours
earlier on the other side «:
the world, in the South Chin-
Sea.

LCPL Elijah Greene B
one of lhm Marnes of the

Relay Gmup nperal ng wi h
n the Chu Lai perimeter

The Americal Divisur
Artillery (DIVARTY) Chape
shares the location with th
Mar'nes and it was throu

rcgularly attend'ng ser-
vices there that the young
Mar'ne's  unusual baptisr
came about.

The 20-year-old Mar ne
was buptized by MAJ Robe
F.  Shaddex. DIVARTY
Chanlain 'n the rell’'ng surt
10 join a congrezation ter
thousand miles away
«DIVARTY 100
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