rem* e Americai’'now vir. Jones
 What is the Americal? the northern part of ,the. “area ‘of operation was one of - In March, 1969, the division Ilndduﬂn; rations alor
The Americal, or 23d ln{muy ublic of Vietnam. heavy “contact” with “relatively ~arca of operations was divided ; nﬂe the enem
Dlvidon uimomcuu own, 4 t with the help of brigades large numbers of VC and NVA into !he thm parts which are pound he once honeycombc
was bom in ti from the 101st Airborne and ”foteu Thése units were reduced . the today.” The 196th ' with sanctuaries concealed t
4.;.1,, World wu u dodpuﬂ.n‘ *'25th Infantry. Divisions, Task;'in ‘number” hv offensive "' Bri nde nnd “Sth ARVN . vegotation and rour: terral)
American Forces in New  Force ' Orogon, ', which later * operations and forced to duplqy Ru’menl oined forces 'in ~ Civilians- evacuated from the:
Clledonh." - . became />the * Anierical, began “’in small groups, oye tion P”der!ck areas were resottled at relocatio
" You are nowone of thess lucll lnddeuopenﬂvnllnﬁlﬂ unu of communication :ndp A ; ", centers, which began to sp.
s Sup, and socured The '198th . Brlpde and up along Highway
ot t wero opened an
wm: the introduction of the *for USS. troops, the ARVN, _ARVN “ Re shared " the ‘pacified aress in
198th - nd 11th Inhn 'and the chﬂlmpogu.lm ¥'Operation Puknctoih +. Hiver yalleys.
Brl d assist the " Units. of the d(vmon “‘Yﬂ““l‘ while " the 11th " T -These pacified areas becam
mde, the Americal was bom lnmeepled and destroyed large  Brigade  and 4th ARVN “ono0"oplectives again in 197
in Vietnam. The official " units in the process of lsunchin ent comblned forces for , 1 "NVA clements tried to fak
n%t(bn;muhold p iof ‘colors was held mdor nnchon Tam Ky and : Ope Iron Mountain in the ’ yioo "Duc” Again, they wer
Much has been scoomplished, October.;26, 1967, a8 Majar -;:L gal City, the pmvinee “",‘.‘J‘"‘ Sector. 'These, rooiised and driven back to th
but the - job l.l no means ~G°“°“ld‘ dw ,K bt pC operstions - are continuing .10 7y ountains, suffering heav
compku on is now Aassumog. -command ol oomh; of 1959 ushered August, 1969, brought casualties in their flight,

a
st b, . mis wnd bots i comut opertons 1 v v’ B T it -, ol 571, o
ton;

; A i ined tin
and ' small - unit continued and intensified in p continues to orm its varie:
operations. ‘That which you have , 1968 as,the st Squadson; I8t 24y ciyilians srern rel Li‘l‘ooo Beathe on” &.ﬂmlu eons it:'uxc' el gl
heard sbout back home you will ~Cavalry i joined ision ™ unsecured and, then enemy ; Regiment - of . the~: ur bl ety “"m prosee
. now be & part of on the person’ ‘organization. i : lmmthun'gmvu B v wibre
to level "~ Task Forcs Miracle, composed | an g ) 1
has " the “Americal ' of 2d Bn,-lst Inf. and Ist Bn. . Oper Russelll Beach Duc - 'l‘hrou;h such efforts @
pro aued to - it current 6th Inf., was sent to Da Ni , _from_ the & Project 3““7. conducted b
po?uo;;'l“ S e counter the l9f68 Tet off "+ Batangan, : % = 'Bh:t lzzu‘ .h‘I.:"l::(VI
n ne| am C. Druing this defenss, the enemy *'to7 secure < areas . alo: attalion, teaching
Westmoreland, the MACV ~lost 1,407 men, most of them - H!;hvuy One and then mﬂl gggenxgdul:edut‘l:e er:l:g‘; u;l.’tlg " mechanics techniques of care ¢
commandet, diracted the durln( the four days of heaviest” ' the peninsula to clear out . aname only. vehicles and machinery, th
organization of an Army task contact. Viot Cong and its political =~ When the battle ehded, Withdrawal of American force
force to send to txoubled l Corps The year l968 in the dlvi:lon infrastructure. sweeps through the. has been smooth and ha
: - still-blistering heat on the Que ilowed continuing peace an
Son Valley floor met only small - £ ty to ed in thi
“pockets of enemy resistance, ' 2T°-
which were quickly mop The situation which you wi)
Spearheading Xemad ?eehno:hut:’:ic onehomg:r
operations in and due to the changing tactics
pe i “‘,m..nem it is possible that divisio
ts will be -shifted to othe
mltl of the country fo
portant operations,
B : tal staple to (ha Whlththe Americal?
= uhce The Americal is you. It i
UTBBR.NCROSS A 3 . dition, gliant 'lnbemyonmnken.

‘Military I w_is thé san

Yo didit Teave military law ™ “Dangerous’ drugs, - T “Pragging® ~ The vmmlful gttempt' of lmn assault: month confinement, 2/:
behind when you left the States. “‘Speed”, LSD, b and willful discharge of an  gishonorable dischargs, (ot:l forfeiture of pay for 1 month.
nutnpplyhonh\ amphetamines,’ y dev&ce un‘de: tm‘le’ltnmolpuymd.n It from 3 to 30 days: €
‘m“ 2o~ m. O'M : . o
e ym t.lﬂ#‘ “?‘“ o 3 months*imprisonment, and 2/:
~f
luthodnd fot me:of the most dlschnm, { “improsonment, é mm orleiture of for 6 months
common d¢ffenses. - ** o - I irforfeiture. © of all . ay forfeiture of pay md allowances.
Heroin, its possession, use,  allowances, -and~ 2° If - offering or attempting
transport, sale, or introduction :.imj nment. unlawful force or violence to do
into a unit, is punishable by bedience of an officer: bodily harm to someone with a
dishonorable dh:hnl dhhonmbla total
pay lnd lormtun of fgy nnd owmou,

yuno
an NCO dhclnrp total fortdtun of p:y
bad conduct d!sc “fotal  and *allowances, ‘and "3 years,
forfeiture of pay and owupcu. imprisonment,

and 6 months imprisonment. If someone is injured in an,

- Inconing Officers and Men of the 23d Infantry Division
p o - ' . z 3

sion. “The unit of which you have just become an integral part has estab-

i 1ished a'proud tradition of valor in the crucible of two wars., From the

. 7 steaning jungles of Guadalcanal during World War II to the rice paddies
. and mountains of South Vietnam, the men serving "Under the Southern Cross™

pusod on:t0- you.

oolplis ed here 1n Vietnam, but many tasks remain. The

ontinuing battle.against the forces attempting to subvert the’ ‘rlgbti’ul
governaent, - treining of our South Vietnamese allies, medical xarogn » and
pacification efforts await you when you join your unit. Past and uent 3
ctfom bave .made this:Division one of which'we may all justifiably be -
proud.™ o' uttu‘ what.was asked of him, the 23d Infantry Division: eom.h
bas always given: bis best effort, and that indefinable extra drive that
has n.do this Du:lsio

1 41 have every. eonﬂdeneo that you
are.equal_t tho mk of eontinuing and - onhancing our ﬁ.no

//JAMES L, BALDNIN'
: Kajor General, . USA
- Commanding: . -~ T -

muymmau.mmwnmnﬁ nndolfnzaxd
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. Goodrich .
ve an image of Vietnam and what it is
ere before they arrive. Just about all of
them are wrong on both counts. This article is an
introduction on what to expect from a year in Vietnam,
both good and bad. o ek .
’ To begin with, Vietnam is a hardship tour. If you've
never been on one, you're about to find out what it is
like. If you wind up on a fire-support basé or in the field
ou'll find out'why s6 many people consider cleanliness )
};m below. godliness™In their scale,. of; values, because
you'llbe «disty! mbre than you'll be clean. You'll also’
regret "everthaving ‘complained about your mother’s
Spprecists hings You preseaty faks forwhntsd; sk .
a te you p: “take for granted, such as
d’ﬁnm and candy when' you receive wpplementaryr
acks, mail from resupply, and sometimes a good rain so -
you can take & shower, $aeS - g :

If you're stationed in the rear, you'u,& able to .uke,:',.- If this-makes

regular * sho \

assignment, they may not be heated.

. The official work week in Vietnam is seven days a

weelk.. One reason is that there isn’t that much to occupy

your time when it’s your own anyway. Boredom is a big

enemy in Nam, but there are ways to combat it. LIRS

fﬁnYou'hq;v:‘ to watch out for barracks thieves, and you'll
d ‘out that

when it comes to getting your money from you, :

" There is_a certain mood in:Nam, and it isn’t that *

>

unpleasant.” Soldiers here have developed their own -’

and a unique sense of hymor that you will fit into *

and appreciate some day.
: On

ce. you resign yourself to, tho"_‘hudxhln aspects of

L

“and Transport Battalion was . The
3, 1944, in the Army'of the 3

" Tné 23
constituted - A
United:States,” a¢; the 683rd ‘Quartermaster Base
Depot Y. unit served through Worl
War . II ‘earning. the.:

Commendation decoration;

" Thei-23rd Quartermaster ° Company

was - five

redesignated on. December -8, 1967 as.

Headquarters - Company --23rd Surply and

Transport Battalion and was made up of personnel

e:'m the 94th Supply and Service Battalion, which
P

[l'hg battalion was constituted in the Regular Army
and c;{:cum_spgy activated in Chu Lai, Vietnam.
Page 2

the

showers, | but ' depending non. y?ur ufu( of iy, E—?’n' to have in the

* sets and others too numerous to mention in this brief -

iy o

and:Transport.
23r

During
- April, "1970, the battalion supported as many as

Corps Tactical Zone. In -addition; the battalion
assumed the continual area support missi n for all

'S. Army troops ini thie-Chu Lai aréa. As a result,
reviously deployed at Vung Tau, Vietnam, degree as well as in scope, which were never .- Si

envisioned as a requirement for i
priir e a divisional

Mrom:a-year:in:

the tour, you can start concentrating on the advantages. ' mail order h ¢

, There ate more than you might think. N ¢+, you broks,

You. can expect to meke more money than you ever ,.°, If you manage to resist the temptations of the {
used to, Not only will you receive overseas duty pay, " and decide to save, there is something available to
hostlle fire pay which is $65 a month, There [‘:1& any . called Soldlers’ Overseas Deposit which will give

income. tax taken out, and you can live very cheaply ''10% interest; which is about double the going rate t

here.* Movies are free, packets of paperback books are (,home. The catch is that once you put it in, you don’t

free, haircuts only cost 40 cents, cigarettes cost 17 cents it back until you go home or unless you have a bona

a pack, and there are yery few diversions to waste money , emerquency. If you’re not sure you want to save it

et o X AT ENER D 220 % ‘um'-yw'lé:d betgp: hﬁl;l onto it :nlv:hput it intc

oy little things you will spend money on if you are . ,"American Express checking account, either way you

stationed in Chu Lal will be the KP fund and the hootch ' paid Inferest. - va8¥
maid fund. Vietnamese pull all the KP s service that will . zt?m'x’?‘:?lﬂ“.’:d'rﬁ;x‘h;; z 5:5 ':;g::
;cost you about 2 buck a month. Hootch maids will run a ustralia, Hong Kong, Thailand, Taiwan or Hawai

s little more, but they shine boots, make beds, sweep out iy
v o * 3 recorded ‘on your leave time, and there are spe
o b s L charg ey o st ey S, s
1won't waito time wo\‘iylh:zobout shined boots. +YOU 1. Until rather recently that would have been theex!

3 1 of your exotic vacation time during your tour, but n
Y°“b'.mv about all the money you're . however, you dré also entitled to take two seven
), k when you leave, you might be . jeaves to the same spots flying on R&R planes free ¢
for a' surprise. The excl system over here has & -igpace” available basis. There fm‘t any hassle that
- catalohue called PACEX."In it' are hundreds of items iwith visas or arranging commercial transportation.

such as singlé lens reflex and movie cameras, watches, < [¢ t{;,., prefer, you are authorized one two-week I
0o
e-f

am

direct order items around to k

jewelry,' sterec and “audio equipment, china, television states,, although there is still a charge
space. The prices.-in" this catalohue will boggle your 58 upy y‘c'm could do worse in duty station

umming up,

me. individuals aren’t entirely l.nnoeenm" mind. You uncie( top-notch cameras for less-than half | The big Nam i largely what you make of it, You

of list prices back home: You ¢an get better than that on ~ catch up on nﬁwu‘mdln&nplck up college credits frow\

' watches and even better still on china, - . { the University of Maryland through the education

The offshoot of this is that you may leavesAsia with center, see some places you never would have heve

. less money than you came with, but with a substantially ~chancé to see otherwise, save money and earf\

. higher standard of living. You're not limited to PACE promotion perhaps by doing a good job at what youv
or your local gxchange either, There are-a number of  giventodo. . y

The 723rd Maintenance Battalion was constituted April 3, 1¢
in the Army of the United' States as' the 721st Ordinance L
_ Maintenance Company and sssigned to the Americal Division.

' The unit was activated in May, 1943 in the Fiji Islands and se:
W throughout World War II, earning the-following decorations:

. Presidential Unit Citation, the Meritorions Unit Commendation,
" the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation.

On May 16, 1966 the unit was re-called into action as the 1§
.. Maintenance Battalion. P
During August, 1966 the ‘Headquarters and Main Sup
Company was alerted for movement to Vietnam. The advance p
arrived at Long Binh during November, 1966 and was quic
followed by the main body of the battalion. The battalion bec
fully operational at Chu Lai on May 9, 1967.

On February 15, 1969 the 23rd Infantry Division was reorgan

and the three support battalions which had serviced the three |

infantry brigades of the division were inactivated. The supply

maintenance companies of each of these support battalions

redesignated as Forward Support Companies and assigned to
23, Idnm‘nn Battali

HELP!

Feel lost in the “Green
Machine” at your post back in
the States? "

That’s one’ problem you
should "never' have - here in
Vietnam with “the Americal.
Your first line for help is always
the people closest to you — your
unit NCO’s and officer’s.  But
sometimes your problem is
beyond their reach.

. That’s where HELP comes in.
,Established by the division
. commander fin December, HE! days.
‘- is your direct line to action.” <= Some of the topics often d

If you:have a problem, with by HELP are: drc
gripe,  or a question about  Veteran’s benefits, 14-day lea
anything in the army, Ekk hl? rumors, personnel persc
the phone and dial H- E-L-P. problems, the MARS stat
or 2323, The staff of Help, most and current events.

of whom have been out in
field and know your proble
are on duty 24 hours a
y work for the divi:
Command Sergeant Major
have a- direct line to all
sources of action
information within the divis
Many times they can give :
an answer to your ques!
immediately or call you back
same day. But they guarar
::g answer within at leas

THE SOUTHERN CROSS is an authorized, unofficial we:
publication of the Americal Division Information Office for divi
units in the Republic of Vietnam. It is printed by the photo-of
-.process by Pacific Stars and Stripes, Tokyo, Japan. i
,-expressed ate not necessarily those of the Department of the Ar
Contributions are encouraged and may be sent to the Informa
Office, Americal Division, APO SF 96374. Tel: Chu Lai 2414.
editors reserve the right to edit all contributions.
Major General James L. Baldwin .« - . Commanding Ger
Major R.D. Bailey . 5% v Information Off
1st Lt Marlin Miller- . .. .. « . Officer-inch
pecialist Five Thomas J. Neville . Production E¢
Specialist Four David Goodrich . . Ed
Specialist Four Stephen Elschlager

ision
the period of December, 1967 through
brigades of various makeup in the Southern I

battalion performed many missions both in,

SOUTHERN CROSS




S2nd

formed  and

, 15, 1971, at;
Chlchmnuul’ Georgi.ul
Infantry lodmen!. The ol
f::""“d came {rom.

pon the retumn -

of the 6th lnfum'y Dividon to

the United States, the 52nd

Infantry was inactivated for a
short time.;, -

On May*S$, 1942, the 52nd ;

a8 rededgmtod as an .

+ Regiment, &

as the lIst Armored lnhntry‘-‘ £

Eéx:n
thi

Battalion, 52nd Infan
red
7ist

ter

‘During the

perl
<" September~ 30 to Octobex 2

1967, the Battalion conducted
permanent | change ‘of statio:
movement from Fort ~Hood
“Texas v
*Vietnam.

mh’degtdoﬁ

1942 was: .
Armored’ - d

umpumh World: W
In -October, 1945
battalion “was again reorganized

5th/46th":

The~ Sth : Battalion, 46th
Infantry was. orginally
constituted in May 1917 and
formally activated in June of the
same year at Fort Benjamin
Harrision, Indians, from
lemenu of the 10th Infantry
Regimen!

Durl.ns World War II, the 46th
lnl‘mtry Regiment became an
Armored Infantry Battalion. The
46th Infantry served with the
5th Armored Division
throughout the war, and before
its deactivation in 1945, it had
won five battle streamers. ‘The
unit wasdecerated with 7 the

ed Unit Citation and
the Luxembourg Croix th

Gna

hmnry 1968, the' Sth®
Battalion, 46th lnfmtry received
its redeployment orders and was
assigned to the 198th Infantry
Brigade, Regublic of Vietnam, in
Mnc h, 196 5

i e

ince that time the unit has'>

been engaged in Combat
operations. The men of the 5th
Battalion, 46th Infantry are’
known as “The Profudomh"

md ‘ddnying the enex:x 2

use 'of infiltration and logisti

routes in the 1st Battalion, 52nd

= Infantry area of openﬂoxu. The

unit maintained

" status of its moto: “Foﬂh e
The * Brave and

the N&h ,<+Som

thaurmnnu is the wettest. mumtohﬁobdcolﬁhm CCo., 1t B
_51nd opendunuthuﬂ o(LZ Sthuon. ;

(U 8. Army Photo by PFC James Duny

‘Brave andBold Descrlbes the198tt

The 198th Infantry Brigade
was formed in the Organized
Reverves in Erie County,
Pennsylvania, on June 24, 1921,
The unit became an o
element of the 99th Infantry
Divisi

on.

The unit was reo; ed and
redesignated as the 3rd Platoon
of the 99th Cavalry Reco;
Troop, and on November 15,
1942 "was ordered to active
mili service at Cunp Van
Dom, ppL Y
Dudn; World War I, the ™
troop fought with the 99th
Infantry Division and received
campaign credit for operations
in the Rhineland,
Ardennes-Alsace and Central
Burope. The troop was also cited "
by the Belgian Army for action
at Elsenborn and in the
Ardennes, and was awarded the
Belgian “Fourragere. The Troop
was inactivated on September

29, 1945, and was assigned as a
reserve component of the 99m
Infantry Division.

On August 1, 1962, the ‘l‘roop
was relieved from its
to the 99th Infantry Divislon
and withdrawn from the Army
Reserve. At the same time, the

3rd Platoon of the Troop was
converted and redesignated - as -
Headquarters and Headduarters

. boarded

May 1967. -During this
jungle fighting technlquel
obility were emphasized
ln October of 1967, ‘the
brigade shipped from Oukhnd
California to Da N
After arriving in Da
“Brave and Bold”
ﬁ!l’oop(nl
oru on to
March 18,
-“ane and the
7198th Brigade and  the Sﬂl

enemy forces within the area ¢
operation while stressin
acification and combine
S/ARVN operations. Th
operation is still in progress.
The 198th Infantry Brigad
presently consists of the I
Bamllon, 52nd Infantry; the 1:
Battalion, 6th Infantry; the 5t
Battalion, 46th Infantry; and
Troop, 17th Cavalry.
The b e is present]
situated in the central sector ¢

Vietnam

l’l
|hip| + for

Lai.
1969, the
of

y.” ARVN Regiment embarked . the 23rd Infantry Division’s are

upon
" 'The

In the spring of 1812, three months before war
was declared, Congress constituted the Infantry
regiments, 'The first of the new regiments was

designated the 11th. After the war, the Eleventh -

Regiment became the Sixth Infantry.
- The Sixth Infantry

as well as the Mexican War.

campaigns,
In July, 1848 the Ragimeat'l mission was in the *-

West, probcﬁn; pply. - tnhu, -scouting, and
engaging | lndhm. In March, 1862 the
Regiment wu committed to battle again, fighting
as part of the Army of the Potomac, and earning
seven additional battle streamers.

After the outbreak ‘of the Spanish-American

War, the 6th Infantry was sent to Cuba where it

ted in the bmle for Santiage. -
orld ‘W lintha. xegimom

on, Geneva Park.
on was to eliminate the headquarters in Chu Lai.

articipated in eleven Indian -

“of operations and has it

..‘Regulars’

On May 17 1967 the battalion was reorganize
uumdmll.nfnntry on and was assigne
to the 198th Infantry Brigade. The 6th Infantr
was the first element ashore, arri at Chu Laii
October to particapte in its thirty-fifth campaig
and ninth war. :

After bried initial operation south of Duc Phc
the Battalion was assigned the mission of securin
the installation at Chu Lai.

The “R¢ " have participated in Task Forc
Oregon, ask Porce iracle, Operatio
Wheeler/Wallowa, tion B\uﬁngton Trail, an
has .the on of protecting the 23r
Inkntry Division . Headquarters and Chu L:

- Defense Command from enemy ground, morte
+ and rocket attacks. The 1st Battalion, 6th ‘Infantr

has been awarded one Valorous Unit Citation fc

-: iuvictory n the battle of Lo Giang in 1968.

ign. ;
World War Il where it was first
constituted February 29, 1944
in the Army-of the United States
as the 3132nd Signal " Service

Once in Chu Lai the battalion
began establishing - VHF

- commpunications to the *196th
l4ht h:!fmtry Brigade in Quang *

“the 3rd

The 523rd Signal Battalio
has provided extensiv
communications capabilitie
during the several operatior
conducted by various units ¢

Company:-It participated in
numbe: of significant operatio:
the: Buropean Theatre to
lncludc the Normandy, Northern
France,  Rhineland

Ardennes-Alsace and - Central™
Europe campaigns.

In 1954 it was redesignatea as
the *'123rd Signal Company,

the Americal. The unit support
the operations with

communitions center
switchboard, and H)

Quang N
25th I lntry in
southern Ngai, and the

101st Airborne in Duc Pho.

- In February, 1969 the 523rd
Signal Battalion was reorganized. communications.

H/17th: ‘Hell On Wheels’

On May 10, l967 the Department of Defense announced:

- new infantry bdpde "will be sent to Vietnam”. The new unit, ﬁ
198th Infantry Bﬂgade, was formed from units of the Ist and 2n
‘Armored Divisions, Fort Hood, Texas. ot these units from “Hell ¢
Wheels” and “Old Ironsides' 'th Cavalry was one.

~* On October 22, 1967, tary Sea Tnnwom brought the 1981

* md Troop H to Da Nm;. Upon arrival, the troops and equipmer

boarded ttoor ships and hended for Chu Lai.
Troop H, 17th Cavalry is pmnndy assigned to the 198th Infants
Brigade and operates in the Brigade’s area of operation. The troo
rfoms goal of finding the enemy and defeating him wherever he

lu' success has been en in its outstanding record ¢
gecomplhhmmu while g with the 23rd Infantry (Americal).

: - Page:

> G.Iyton,‘Cqu Zol =3
activated “again “on Aprl! 325,.¢
‘1960 in Kma. .'
The unit was norgamud
reddsignated as the 509th S
Support) -at
Huachuca,: Arizona in
wmmet of 1966. Consisting .. .|
only of a headquarters element, .
the 509th jolned USARYV at Au_ ’
Khe in early 1967.
SOUTHERN CROSS
B — —

William D. Baldwin, Bravo Co., 5th B-mllon. 46th Infantry,
sh’v“uﬁutu, tunnel found in an abandoned village in Quang Tin
Province. . °

v B (U. S. Army Photo by SPS H. Wells)
February 26, 1971




AMmnes
B.K SP4 David P. Goodrich i
“Mainlining “heroin often leads to “...infection from
“unsterile needles, resulting in serum hepatitis, absc
ot tetanus. Gradually the addict’s veins become lcnn
(collapsed veins) and he uses those on his wrist, feet, and
neck; older addicts who have run.out of veins revert to
skin Eoppi.n;. and their bodies become covered with
sores.” The quote is from Richard R. Lingeman in his
book “Drugs from A to Z". The message is the agony of
the drug addict anywhere. 3 -
It’s a story that’needs telling; especially in the big
Nam. There are a number of reasons for this. One is that
it is more easily attainable over here than‘anywhere else,
As one ex-addict puts it: “Heroin-is to.get -in
Nam..;You can get it from the mam ‘the hootc!
maids who come in to work, or you can go to the street
and buy it from the school kids.” Another ex-dddict
puts it more mouphoricdly:_ _f‘lt"t as easy to buy asa

pack of cigarettes.” : -
i the messagd needs to bex.iold in’Nam
emical analysis

i;t?:n g mwfnd in th Ch
¢ stre; of dru, e country.
of “mic:’!t?huoln)s:ow here shows it is 93 lo’;s per

cent pure.} It's’ very possible to become addicted ‘to -

* - heroin that strong by only smoking or sniffing it. By

~: ~comparison, “smack available back lgj.h‘e,‘roxjd is only
~ _three to 10 per cent pure. N 2

“ There is also the hidden danger to dmg users which

stems from, the. use. of .,hypoqlemlc:;neodles ‘A user -

doesn’t < usually? sterilize ' the ineedle béfore injecting

himself and this could cause him to contract hepatitis.
. -UOne- ex-addict noted- that there is a tremendous risk
-involved ““in /'purchasing heroin here, especin!.lﬁ

from
civilians: “It could be cut with anything from
detergent to poison.” D *
It's somewhat ironic perhaps that Gls take heroin
initially for what one ex-addict termed the “fantastic
high” the narcotic induces; ironic because, as tolerance
develops, the “high” is generally lost. The addict then
uires heroin to avoid the withdrawal sickness. In
other words, at this point !ze is using heroin to feel

normal. ¢ 3
+ When withdrawal sickness hits—usually from 12 to 16
hours after the last injection~the addict yawns, shakes,
sweats, his'nose and eyes run, and he vomits. Muscle
aches and jerks occur along with abdominal pain’and
diarrhea. " Chills:’ and backache ‘are: frequent.
ucinations and ' delusions sometimes develop, and
these are usually terrifying. If the addict doesn’t get his
ﬂ’:il'“ is shortly after this that he starts “climbing the
wall”, .- 2 < [ 2 "
-+t is the phase of withdrawal and the fear the addict
. has for it that constitutes the most powerful motive fo
continue taking the drug. In the states, an addict will do
almost anything toiobtain his supply of heroin, He ma;
nu‘l’ froh?' Imif kngd on&c,m doulale-qoas blotg'bm friend or’
- pander his wife. Everything and'eyerybody
. seat to sustaining addiction. - s >
. The life.of .the narcotic addict is pathetic. His waking
existence Is centered around obtaining money to buy
heroin, making a connection with a pusher and trying to
avoid withdrawal,
v~Where it leads isn’'t hard to figure out. Statistics

illustrate that an addict’s life-span is generally cut short "

by 15 to 20 years, but as the g‘ostor says: “You don't
have tolget -hooked on the stuff for it to

could be lucky the first time. !

g are common, and- they result in death.
They occur,when someone has lost or never developed
tolerance because he was using very diluted heroin, If,
by chance, he obtains pure heroin, and “smack” over

here is generally pretty pure, he may die moments after *
imgcﬁon_.‘ OVerdoso is ofte: t_he result as am addict kmu.

IS a goo

undry .

{rantically attempting to‘achieve &
tolerance has slready been adcumulated. 3
“z Heroin isn't the daly pert of the drug problem facing
the GI in Vietnam of course. It is a never-ending nether
world of variety, offering everything from hallucinations
to delusions to sweet dreams. s
you're looking for a way to get away from it all,
LSD is an effective way of get there. Take this trip
and it might very well be forever. LSD defics the laws of
Newtonian physics. People that use it to get high don't
always come down. - 2 Sle "
Lysergic Acid Diethylamide, unlike heroin, doesn’t
cause. ‘physical dependence, -although many people
uire a strong psychological dependence to it.
o ‘drug’ causes’ changes in sensation.:.Vision is
markedly altered, Ilusions and hallucinations can occur,

g may become pictorial. Delusions are expressed. °

Thinkin,
The sense -of time:and of self are. strangely altered.

within a single experience, Sensations may “‘crossover,
- that is, m: may be seen or color heard. The user is
su| ble ‘and, ‘especially .unders doses,” loses his
ability to dhcr{mhate‘»lndvevuluuh exper{enee. The
loss of personal control during & ™ can cause panic
reactions or feelings of grandeur. Both have led to injury
or death when the panic or the paranoia was acted upon.
After the “trip*-ends, prolonged reactions might cause a
. .mood: of anxiety ordegxession along with psychotic
‘ ‘breaks with reality which may last from a few days to

ears.

4 LSD also features “flashbacks', which are recurrences
of some of the aspects of the LSD state days or ngonthl
after the last dose. These can be invoked by physical or

Emotions ,of bliss :and: horror are experienced, oﬂea ‘

antihistamines, or by marijuana. This aspect of LSD is

" advantageous if you've always wanted to have epilepsy.
A number of reputable scientists have reported
chromosomal fragmentation in connection with LSD
exposure in the test tube, in animals andin man.

Additionally, heavy users of LSD sometimes develop -

impaired memory and attention span, mental confusion
ang difficulty with?abstract thinking. These of
organic brain changes may be subtie or pronounced. It is

+ not known whether these alterations persist or whether
' vulnerable. In Vietnam where
D varies. Some is fairly pure, .

.- they are reversible if the use of LSD is discontinued.
The “quality” of LS|
- ‘while other samples contain impurities and adulterants.

ortan! t contained in each capsule -
Mort top thy the amount eon j _Drug Amnesty Program: According to the dictiona

“* or tablet usually differs greatly from the amount ed

~: by the “pusher”. The‘user hgs [l;o way of knowing the

g q“}.amy or the quantity of his L8|
any
-terrified of Heroin and LSD to try them, ironically wind
iup‘ using barbiturates and amphetamines as “safe”
substitutes. The only problem with this line of reasoning

esa blckf‘fj; that they’re hardly safe.

In ordinary amounts the amphetamines provide a
transient sense of alertness and well being. Hunger is
diminished and short-term performance - may be
enhanced in the fatigued person. However, if they are
_taken in ordinary amounts, they are hardly a substitute
for stronger drugs.’ . 5

People who inject. massive doses of amphetamines
intravenously (“speeding”) experience an ecstatic high

which decreases after’'a few hours. Re-injection is then -

* nec
go on for days until the user is physically exhausted
Shakiness, itching, juscle pains and tension states are
common. Collapse and death have occurred.

Like heroin, as tolerance develops, larger quantities of
stimulants are needed to produce highs. Large amounts

. of amphetamines are-addicting. In this and

“fantastic high' after ,
1 .

psychological -stress, or by ' medications such “as .

potential drug-users who are rightly too

26

ways, “speed freaks™ are very similar to heroin eddicts |

the p.l?ht.. - 7
- In addition to those discases which accompany th

unsterile injection of material into the body, th
excessive amounts of amphetamines can cause a variet
of medical problems. Liver damage may result from th
enormods quantities being taken. Brain damage fror
such quantities has ‘been demonstrated in al:
Abnormal rhythms of the heart have occurred, and
marked increase in blood pressure is well known.

-~ Neglect of personal hygiene can lead to skin infectior
or dental decay. ‘weight loss, and malnutritio
and vitamin deficiencies are part of the list of advers
physical complications, * .

entists-have found that in the body these drug
stimulate the releass of norepinephrine, a substanc
stored in nerve endings, and concentrate it in the high
centers of the brain. L

 The result-of this is that abrupt withdrawal of tb

drug from the heavy abuser can result in a deep an
dal depression, 'Sometimes the user develops
temporary toxic . psychosis ' (mental ‘drangemen
resembling paranoid schizophrenia, which can last lor
beyond the period of drug activity.
ng term heavy users of amphetamines are usuall
irritable, unstable,’and Jike other u:{ drug users, sho
ial, intellectual, and emotional breakdo
- Unlike amphetamines  (Benzedrine, Dexedrine an
Methedrine) which &re stimulants, Barbiturates a
sedatives which are opposite in their function. Th
occasionally leads to a person J:mdoxk:ally takis
bu‘bl:tuntu so he can sleep and stimulants to st
awake. s )}
Barbiturates are especially dangerous when combin¢
with alcohol-a combination that has led to a significa:
number of traffic fatalities in the last few years.
Barbiturates are physically addicting and whe
withdrawn abruptly, the user suffers withdrawal sickne

i cramps, nausea and convulsions. seve
withdrawal state resembles delirium tremens. The us
becomes sweaty, fearful, sleepless and tremulous.
takes several months for the body to return to norm:

Drugs ate beco: a very serious problem in ti
United States, with the younger generation the mo
aley are far easier to get
hold of;and. far cheaper, the problem is even mo
serious.

The Army has ‘responded to the problem with ti

Amnesty is a general pardon by which a governme
ibsolves offenders.

It works like this. If a person abusing drugs tur
himself in to the proper authorities before he ge
“busted” and has no drugs on his person at the time, |
will receive " treatment: fot "his problem witho
punishment and no record will be kept to follow hi
through in his civilian or military life. One importa
factor is that it is strictly a one shot affair. If a person
cured of addiction under the program and then resum
drug use, he’s going to be in a world of hurt for he
with his problem: .

One former heroin addict in the Americal who we

“under the program remarked that “I can say that tt

program is working. I've seen people come off the war
unhooked,:and 1 know I can do the same. I don’t fe
any desire for the drug now and I don’t have to wor
zom‘them~umng'my wife if I don’t want her

OW. :

Why gamble the dream of a healthy life and
successful career against a temporary change of moo
Remember: few, if any, drug-dependent persons ev
planned it that way. s

th-Engineers

"The 26th Engineer Battalion (Combat) was constituted as a u

of the Regular Army on

December 1, 1954 and on December

1954 ‘was activated as an element of the 23rd Infantry Division
* Fort Clayton, Canal Zone. At that time, the battalion was compo:
of Company A which was organized February 1, 1945 as the 292(
Dump Truck Company, Company B and Headquarters Compa:
the . initial -organization  for each, 'and Company C which v

organized onAAprﬂ 7, 1944 as the 406th Engineer Combat Compan
}191;626& Enp‘ne,ct Battalion (Combat) was inactivated on April 1

On December ‘8, 1967, in the Republic of Vietnam, the 2¢
Engineer Battalion (Combat) was again activated as the orga
z combat engineer ‘battalion of the 23rd Infantry Division (Americ:

The 26th ‘Engineer Battalion is composed of four Coml
Engineer line companies, “a Float - Bridge Company, and
Headquarters and Headquarters Company. Company A was forme
the 175th Engineer _Cox.npl_ny_. organic to the r96th Light Infan

v

» Brigade, Its headquarters is now at Fire Support Base Hawk Hil
direct support of the 196th Infantry Brigade, Company B was *
.SS_St.h Engineer Company, - organic to the 198th Light Infan
Brigade, and Company C was formerly the 6th Engineer Compa:

. 11th Light InfantrysBrigade. Company B now continues its dir
engineer support to the 198th Infantry Brigade with headquarter:

-.+Landing Zone Bayonet. Company C remains with the 11th Infan
e?e‘t‘nd;n uc!’in S\Ipp‘\)')ﬂ Bn,a Br&nooﬂ:.rlx)luc fl”tm, Republic

g i ) . Company was - form Tom elem:

itis “1“ 8 fast h’"_‘g‘_"f' “.__7."“ wind up in'the field, it'll alsokeep ' Company B, 39th Engineer Battalion (%ombn); which was :t:n'il

g . to the Americal Division at the time of activation.

- S
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This is 8 Chinook. Despite its size,
you resupplied. (U.S. Army Photo)
February 26,1971
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The colodhl “Roreign Legion®™ of the Us Army began
ago in the Philippine Islands when ‘the .new .31!! lnun
omnlz;g at Regan Barracks, Camp: McGrath'and

For a time, the 31st Regiment remained il
Then it was ordered out to join the Ameri
to Siberia. Their mission wu to help the
down the Bolshevik Rovol i
In January, 1920, uw‘ American »
withdrawn and the 315t Infantry;went
peace for two decades. . e
The Regiment was to suffe its wone days
attacked the Philippines in December, 1941
the beaches alongside, the, P‘h.!hppmel
landing force. The were forced .to withdraw to:Ba
the way. For its heroism ' the:"31st " lnfmtﬂ,
Distinguished Unit Citations_.and ppine
Citation. - .
In the fall Gf 1950,"the winit hel pturé i
South Korea. The 31st Infantry mpf.i’gnd huvy canu!l
withdrawal back to the Pusan Line, -.. « . 4
Then came the long way back north; With C
the 31st Infantry carried their colors right back to the 38!.!1 pln.ll:L

2nd/1st:Legionnaires

Since arriving in Vietnam, the During- the 1968 #Tet
2nd  Battalion, st lnfmuy' Offensive, the *“Legionnaires’

<'This. mldentiﬁad soldier from Alpln Com;
-~ Division studies the remains of 2 Communist

!
known as the “Legionnaires™, " moved into a defensive position mcmeud by Alpha Commny about 30 miles northwest

has continued the fine tradition
of the Ist Infantry Regiment. _
The 1
dates back to 1791 when jt-was
organized in New England. It is
the second oldest unit in the

Army.

The unit fought in many of"
the early Indian Wars as well as;
the War of 1812. There followed
gha Mexican War, Civil War,

st Infantry Regiment .

. ‘of Kham Duc. The battalion.was -

south of Da Nang and within -
three days found and defeated
the North . Vietnamese .Arm,
elements trying to infiltratean X
destroy that city. =
Operation ;. GoldeAd Valley . :The.:196th lntumy ‘Brigade
bmushhduwunit -into .. the: - was. originally. constituted on
beleagured' S Fon:ec «camp " June 24, IR921 It was in the

to assist in the evacuation of the'
small force to ellow for heavy

,;1961
. brlude d;pmad tthh ‘l.il

American War and the
ippine tion.

When World War IT broke out;”
the Ist Infantry Regiment was
part of the 6th Infanfry.
Division. After extensive training
in the United States, it was sent
to New Guinea via

Troop -

The 17th Cavalry was co

-tactical air strikes. -

The battalion, “how
headquartered on Lmd{nx Zone
Hawk Hill, has been a charter
member ‘of the 196th’ Infantry
Bﬁpd':idnu the bﬂgade was |

nlry
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 17th Cavnl.ry consolidated in
March, 1951 with Headqumen and Headquarters Company, l7th
Armored Cavalry Group.

In May, 1959 the unit was:redesignated as Headquarters md
Headquarters Troop, 17th Cavalry.

On August 14, th Troop arrived-at the Port of Vung Tau to find
the Brigade would take up residence at the city of Tay Ninh ,
approximately 60 miles northwest of Saigon. Combat operations
commenced almost immediately with troop operation consisting
mainly of route recons, night and fire support base security. In 1967
the unit became a part of the Americal Division.

Since its arrival in Vietnam, F Troop, 17th Cavalry and the 196th
Infantry Brigade have continued to uphold the high traditions of the
U. S. Army and have participated in numerous combat operations
which netted thousands of enemy dead.

3rd/21st ..

The history of the 3rd 3
Battalion, 21st Infantry, began*
during the early part of the Civil
War, by proclnmlnon of
President Abraham Lin

uotpmzed and
redesignated as Company C, 21st. .
Infantry, in December ' 1866,
following the end of the war.

The 21st Infantry earned: ﬂ
streamers of battle duﬂng
Civil War, A
commemorating the
Cedar Mountain, August, 1862,
has become a “part of .ths
Regimental Coat of A:m& m

Operating from
headquarters at amﬂvm:
Arizona, after the war the unit
helped defend and IMW
southwest. frontier.. The -
and the Coat of Arms showd
four n.rm‘u
comp

'l‘be 21st Inhntry ndded ¢ight
campaign streamers to its colors
in Korea, and tvlo .Korean
Presidential Citatio)

The Ofﬁcul mo!to of the 21st
Infantry is “DUTY",
on the Coat
represents everything that the
3rd Battalion of the 2lst
Infantry stands for.

Page 6
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Devens, Massac]
mission* mf" b
time of ifs ‘activation

would make up the unit, and to

+.. reach a combat-ready pnmue by

May, 1966. ot wnify
In Axrll “1961 Sthe

gers’ becama part ot the
first U.S. Army troops in I Corps’
when they arrived in Chu Lai to
join the newly formed Task

-complex,

conducted Operation .Benton
during August and September of
1967. ln September, 1967, Task
Force Oregon was reconstituted
and redesignated the Americal
Division, md the. 196th Light

¥ Tbe golng becomes more difficult 23 men with Charlie Company, 4th
_ Battalion, 31st Infantry, move uphill in search of enemy locations

during a receul combat mult in the 196th Infantry Brigade
S. Army Photo by PFC S(ephe‘n Belfeld

SOUTHERN CROSS

T}e‘]‘! mm%?;; lt.?’:II I}

its  initiation, Dniin; thal

Air Cavalry vamon.

1st
Squadron. 1st Cavalry; and the

t Infantry Bn?de-

198th Ligh
joined the 196th “Chargers” in

¢
elements of the 3rd Brigade, 1st+

ernmost

sector of ithe 123rd Infantry .
Dnviaon area-of ‘operations and -
ldqumen at LZ Hawk

1st/46th Professlonals'

The parent regiment of the contemporary. 1st” Battalion, 46th
Infantry was constituted May 15, 1917 and omnlud June 4 of that .

year at Fort Benjamin Harrison, In a.
1962 the 1st Battalion, 46th" ln!muy was

In February,
e0!

rganized and assigned to.the 2nd

e-of the 1st. Armored

Division at Fort Hood, Texas. In May, 1967, the unit was alerted for .
was nicknam

movement to Vemun. During this

“Professio:

‘period, i d the

On November ', ‘1968 the” “Professi

Zone Baldy, then

battalion was instrumental

in all-out pacification programs.
On July 1,

n
“ 1n SMay 51967
Combat': Tracker
attached :to

5 1968
toon

onals' oved to Landing
headquarun for the 196th [nxnuy Brigade. The
in destroying onemy fom nnd assisted

1969 after seven month: of: bem; nnder the
operational control of the 196th In!mtry
Inf; becamea, ber of tha

the 1st Battalion,

arfare. School d?lm. The’ has
¥ ll&thcom;yjhcku ‘oam was

kery: mn ng':\!lﬂxdhmrolmNunbcM ;e
> nnel _in..the, m..n{

on of providin|
lnflntry Brigades of lie 23rd I

2 Igt Cébvalry Divi

“,4'The -1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery.

dﬁxﬂng that conflict, when it ulin served u e badlnlto unit of the
Division,

Ay wemm on ]uly 24, 1968 thio \iait whs v Sasigned the
mppon for the 11th and l98m
nfantry Division Americal.

the 1st Battalion, 82nd Artillery’s first year, it compited -
one or t’he finest combat records ever amassed by ) field mﬂlery

battalion in the Republic of Vietnam.

February 26‘."i497f‘ '




More than 130 years of service is lho proud heritage
of the First Cavalry Regiment, the oldest regiment of
cavalry in the United States Army and the first regiment
of cavalry to be completely mechanized.

The cavalry traces its history to 1833, when, as a
result of the need for & mounted force lo protect the ' From its< far. western pom, the Rozlmant was

joneers ‘who < were pushing westward across theé | uumblod at Chickamauga . for the Spanish-American *

ppl lunr into the lndhn country, Congress War; took part ' in that iwar and the Philippine"
tion of “The United Sutel . Insurrection that .followed, u:d returned to the United .

Reglment log Dn;oom“ hhk{luzmmdo 3,“ “sllh:: States in 1903,

Regiments: of {Dragoa and - the . “FIst """ 1 porved on ‘the, Mexicah border during Wi

Regiment of Cyvalry in 1861 .;and in 1933/ was the uulry m:l.ment to b

“Troops A,*B, C, D, and E with Regimenm oouualemlrl mechanized, designated the  F

Headquarters, were ized at Jefferson Barrack: Armored eﬁmwt (L)In 1940 md became part of th
Missouri in the summer and fall of 1833, and marched ' First statloned . at, Fort, Knox

R R Ao S T e e Ky

at Fort Gibson hemango ¥ 1100 n 1942 the regiment wis.d

I R K w! Nn‘l: & organized .?' olftmon th: 1st Amn Dlvhion“ ?

throughout North Africa and luly
~The’ Red.ment s00n {whd itself mmnd.;lon; ;the regiment was reo:
txonm a, Kansas, Iowa, e th& gl
ui

CMI War, the Redmen! jo(nod tho Army of the Potomac
and fought with the army in al of it principal battles.
With the close of lho er the n;lmen! resumed its -
Indian cam fighting ' puhel Arizona. and -
\'lrioul other tribes throughout the west. <

loygd to lr:lhm‘; w‘l‘!.!:

subsequen o,

.t:' W g Wuu
at

* Oklshom and ¥ "and late erted 4o

the hard life of the pioneer. Tb? ering orneggc'upnﬁond

Mucll I9S| At Fort Hood Texas, the re
4. with bat Command A, st Armored on
February, 1962 when the remainder of the 1st Ar
- - Division was reactivated. At this time the regime:
redesignated as the Ist Squadron, Ist Canlr;

' resumed. its historic role as the “oyes and ears”

parent organization.’

During October, I962 as a rosult of the Cuban
the Squadron -moved to Fort Stewart, Georgi:
:::; ehmenm mgpuddponedﬂn the world sit

j7the at mobility ex
and-am hﬂ:lqou at Port Everglades, F

dn; of 1963 the squadron took |

X tﬂke ,-and then returned tc

March,. 1967, ﬂ:e squadron was alerte

movement toVietnam, From March to August ¢

{ yoar; the -quadmn trained daily ln -u phuu of
platoon, troop and squadron opera

,Upon theh lrrlul Vhtnm in Auaulx, 1967, 1

st Cavalry. was deplo; ed in I Corps T

Zone mund Chu Lai. The squadron was commit

bmletvodu lmvrmuﬂvd and has been in th
ﬂn ‘the North Vietnamese Army an

ta, living
Raﬂ:‘ Juﬂciplted in the Mexican War. SAEs o0 oooune inaci
s g gince that time.

lndonthohdﬂcwnu;o
t i,
‘P

iSoldiers”’

Troop E;-1st kay was first  provide -security and perform
o M 2 1655 28 Heconmissance for g 11
. United * States Infantry Brigade and to GW
f Dragoons. in offensive, defensive,
delaying action as an oconomy
of force unit.

In that same month, Troop
received nine MS51 Armored
Reconnlhnnca/Mrboms
Assault Vehicles, and since
Troop E has been emtloyed n

an armor unit and

engaged primarily in security

missions. Though somewhat
“limited in mobility by the
temlnlnthellthbﬂudelml
of operation, Troop E has

proved the value f
* armor-protected firepower “on

The'.16th‘ Combat Aviation
Group was first activated and
organized on December 20,
1967 and became operational on -
January 23, 1968, at the Marine
Maxb]e Mountain’ Air Facility,

Da Nang. This was just one week
before the 1968 Tet Offensive
exploded throughout Vietnam.
The 16th Group, as their motto

yue‘l', was, truely “Born in

Battle””

Oﬂdnlﬂy' part of the Ist
Aviation Bﬂndo, the 16th CAG
w

With courage’ lnd ‘Combat Aviation G
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