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DEFENSE OF HA THAN, TASK FORCE GALLOWAY 
(1 August 1968 to 31 October 1968)

 (1 August 1968 to 31 October 1968) Keeping a steady pressure on the enemy and steadily pushing him west, the 174th concentrated its efforts on the mountains west of Quang Ngai City. Due to U.S. forces constantly operating west of Quang Ngai City, the enemy was forced to evacuate the lowlands and occupy the area around the Ha than Special Forces Camp. On 4 September, the Dolphins inserted 311 troops of the 11th light Infantry Brigade “Americal” on to a ridge line four miles east of Ha Than, to begin Task Force Galloway. The ridge line became known as “LZ Chevy”. The 174th supported the operation by running almost unending resupply and command and control missions into the mountainous forward locations.

On 5 September, WO Edwin Gill received wounds as his aircraft took numerous hits while attempting a Medevac mission two miles east of LZ Chevy. CW2 Jack Hathaway came to his aid and evacuated him and the ground troops to the medical aid station in Chu Lai. This area became infamous to the aviators of the 174th as the “Horseshoe.” West of Quang Ngai City, the Tra Houc River meanders into a large “U” shape, and has been a center of hard core VC activity. During operations in this area, Shark gunships of the 174th have been credited with many enemies killed.

The 174th’s dedication to the mission was more than apparent on the night of 6 September. A recon element came under intense enemy fire near the “Horseshoe,” and radio contact was lost. Aircraft of the 174th were called upon to extract the troops. Without any visual contact and only partial radio contact, two Dolphin slicks were “talked” into the area by the ground element. When the ships touched down, an enemy 50 caliber opened up on them less than 30 meters away. WO James Rawlings was wounded in both legs but continued the mission, along with the ship commander, WO Thomas Dana. The recon platoon was safely extracted, thanks to the tenacity the 174th is known for. (WEBMASTER NOTE: In an e-mail message from Jim Rawlings in January 1999, Jim corrected a minor error here, in that Jim was flying as the aircraft commander and Dolphin flight lead, and Tom Dana was flying as aircraft commander of chalk 2 [the second helicopter in the flight]. Jim said he doesn't remember now who his copilot was, but his copilot quit flying after that night and moved to battalion.)

Task Force Galloway came to an end when intelligence reports indicated the 2nd NVA Regiment had moved into the Song Vea Valley. On 25 October, 745 men were inserted into LZ Bulldog by the 174th Dolphins and 176th Minutemen.
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